
INSIDE:

 

One of the joys for me as Chair of 
Penarth CYTÛN has been to welcome so 
many people from different 
denominations to our monthly worship 
together. So many people who have come 
have never been inside St Joseph’s 
Church before. All are very welcome to 
join us on the first Wednesday of each 
month. We are all part of the same 
Christian community. 
 
There are three fundamental things 
which are foundational to the creation 
of a Christian community, the Cross, 
the Resurrection and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus took our sins upon 
Himself on the Cross, not just to 
reconcile Himself with His Father, but 
also to reconcile us with one another. The 
upright of the Cross symbolises our 
reconcilliation with God. The arms of 
Jesus which stretch out, are very much a 
symbol of embrace of the love that He 
and His Father gives us all. It is His and 
His Father’s will that we should all 
respond to that love, into a worldwide 
community of love, not only to God but 
to one another. 
 
Relationships, trust and understanding 
are so important. Jesus reminded us that 
the two greatest commandments are 
concerned with loving God and loving 
our neighbour as ourselves. He also told 
us that unless our virtues go deeper than 
the scribes and the Pharisees, then we 
will never get into the kingdom of 
heaven. Jesus knew that they observed 
their religious duties to the full, but they 
lacked the love of God in their hearts. In 
the New Testament there are 59 specific 

commandments 
along the lines of 
‘love one another’ 
John 13:35, this 
command occurs 16 
times alone, ‘live in 
harmony’ Romans 
12:16 and ‘look to 
the interests of one 
another’ Philippians 
2:3 are just a few examples. 
In the New Testament Paul could write to 
Christians in Corinth, Philippi or in 
Ephesus. If Paul lived today he would 
have had to write a letter to each 
denomination, of which there are quite a 
few. Over history so many have sprouted 
up for many different reasons, over 
differences of doctrine, of practice and/or 
of structure. I am sure that God isn’t 
opposed to diversity, therefore diversity 
should not be a problem. Where a 
problem occurs is when diversity 
becomes embedded with disunity, 
whereas in the New Testament diversity 
is linked in with unity. 
 
We are where we are. We may describe 
ourselves a good this and that. We may 
fulfil our religious duties to the full, but 
unless we respond to the gift of love 
which God has given to us, love for each 
other, then it will be difficult for any of 
us to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
As theChristian community in Penarth 
may we cherish the love of God in our 
hearts, as one community, and go out and 
share that love, in care and understanding 
with all around us, so that they may 
recognise Christ’s work that may flow 
from our hands. 

From the Chairman - Rev Elfed Jones 
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Report from Penarth and District Lesotho Trust 

 

One of the highlights of the year was the visit in February by a party of young people 

from TY Junior Academy in Lesotho. This was a TourAid project by Braintree Rugby 

club to teach Rugby skills that could then be shared with other young people back in 

TY. The visit, in fact, was much more than this. They stayed in Braintree in the homes 

of young people. They were able to visit The Houses of Parliament, have rugby teach-

ing, go to a first class game, have teaching on life skills to keep healthy and enjoy the 

full cultural UK experience. For young people, many of whom had ventured no further 

than their town, it was an amazing experience, to be remembered for a very long 

,me. It is hoped that further visits can be arranged in the future. 

In March, Dr Jonathan Hicks gave an illustrated talk on the ba0le of Rorke’s Dri2, dis-

pelling many myths that have built up over the years. Also in March, the young people 

arranged a concert featuring many of Penarth’s Primary Schools singing songs of an 

African theme. 

A major venture was the Plant and Cra2 Sale in May and in spite of the rain it proved 

to be a highly successful event. Two of our new Trustees, Suki and Mary-Ann had 

worked hard with Rosemary and Lesley over a period of months to create a number 

of cra2 artefacts. 

We are delighted to have our new MP for Penarth, Stephen Doughty as our Patron. 

He has been helpful and encouraging during the year. Indeed, for our Fun Run in 

June, run in very wet condi"ons, Stephen not only started the runners but stayed 

the course and welcomed the compe"tors on their return. 

The young people arranged a Garden Party in early September and were blessed with 

a sunny day. Refreshments and live music were enjoyed by all. In November we en-

joyed Dragon Racing in Glyndwr Hall, much less dangerous than it sounds and a good 

fund raiser. Also in November we organised a Christmas Cra2 and Crea,on event – 

again, very well supported. 

We entered a tree in St Augus,ne’s Christmas Tree Fes,val and were delighted to be 

awarded a cer,ficate. 

Most of our ac,vi,es are Fund Raisers for PADLT, to help our friends in Lesotho and 

we con,nue to support TY Junior Academy where there is now a water,ght building 

to house a library, books which have largely been funded by the Rhoddwyr Trust. 

Many thanks. Whilst many of these events are fundraisers, they also adver,se the 

aims of the Trust and many in Penarth are aware of these inter- community links. 

We are also very grateful to the generosity of the Bri,sh Humane Associa,on who 

enable us to part fund the training of a nurse, 

Future events for diaries: 

• Keith’s Fun Run  May 10
th

 in Cosmeston 

• Plant and Cra* Fayre May 17
th

 Stanwell Bap"st in Frontage and Hall. 

 

The most important aspect of our work is to foster friendship and understanding 

between our two communi�es and we are grateful to the churches and people of 

Penarth who encourage us in so many ways, 

                              Jeremy Dix ( secretary PADLT) 2/2/2014 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP MEETING 4.2.14 
The first meeting of the re-established Social Justice Group for Penarth was held on 4 February 2014, 
with an open agenda. Bronwen Roberts, Teresa Mitchell, Elizabeth Lowder, Keith Howells and 
Vanessa Mordin attended. We discussed various possibilities for future action, based on our existing 
interests and knowledge. These included: Fair Trade, Water Aid, Campaign Against the Arms Trade 
(CAAT), Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC), Climate change, Christian Aid, Christians Against 
Torture, Gwyrddio Penarth Greening (GPG), local food bank – poverty / inequality, international un-
fair trade issues and food speculation, peace. Some of these are already the focus of Penarth action 
groups (e.g. Fair Trade, GPG) 
Initially, we are providing a list of events for circulation and hope that people will support these. 
27 February @ 6 – 8pm Welsh Centre for International Affairs (WCIA) Wales for Peace  
    Open Evening to tell the story of Wales’ contributions to  
    peace and invite you come and discuss this timely forthcoming  
    project. 
25 March @ 6pm onwards Palestinian evening at Chapter supporting PSC. Film showing and 
food tastes 
17 April   Maundy Thursday CAAT vigil  at BAE Systems, Glascoed, Usk.  
    Lifts will be available to arrive towards the midday shift time. 
?? June   CAAT Day of Prayer. More information forthcoming when known 
Also planned: A lecture to be given by Stephen Doughty MP about Palestinian issues. It is also 
hoped to have an EAPPI (Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel) volunteer 
to talk about their work.  
If you would like to attend a meeting of the Social Justice Group and participate with us, please 
contact any of the current members by email. Thank you for your interest. 

Elfed Avenue Church Outreach 
My name is Rachel Kjellstadli and I am the community outreach worker for Elfed Avenue United 
Church. It is such an honour and a privilege to be in this role in such an amazing church. The outline of 
my role is to identify where there is need in the local community and come up with strategies to fill 
those needs. I have been in this role now for 6 months and have seen so many encouraging opportuni-
ties.  
However the biggest encouragement has been the last couple of months. The church was aware of the 
need with the young people on the estate around Elfed Avenue church. However we did not feel we had 
the resources to provide the young people with what they needed, due to the fact that the main issue 
was with substance misuse. That is when a miracle happened, one night there was an elders meeting 
taking place in the church when the vale youth service arrived with a youth bus called the V-Pod. This 
bus is full of equipment such as play stations, dj decks and sound systems for the young people to use.  
Over the past few months Elfed Avenue church have partnered with the Vale Youth Service to work 
with young people within the community. We have been engaging and encouraging young people to 
access and use the local church building in order to create and provide a safe place for them to gather, 
especially now in the winter months, where they would usually gather on the streets. The project has 
been working really well and has now formed into a regular youth group gathering every Thursday 
night.  
We feel that providing a youth club would be of great benefit to the young people in the area and will in 
return offer them a safe place where they can go, meet friends, have fun, express themselves, discuss 
issues and problems, and also be involved in positive activity, which divert them away from the street 
corners. We are very excited about what is taking place and have definitely seen how God has opened 
doors. Please pray for us as we continue to build relationships with the young people and move forward 
into the future.  
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2013/14 List of Officers of the Council  

Chairman: Rev Elfed Jones Telephone 029 2021 5158  

email: elfed179@talktalk.net 

Chairperson Elect: Rev Sue Fender Telephone 029 2030 1123 

Email: minister@elfedave.org.uk 

Past Chairman: Mr Keith Howells, Telephone 029 2070 0315  

email: howellskeith@yahoo.co.uk 

Secretary: Mrs Jan Cullen, Telephone 029 2070 4926  

email: jan.cullen@ntlworld.com  

Treasurer: Mr Derek Day Telephone 029 2070 8136  

email: derekday286@b"nternet.com 

Exec Member: Ms Elizabeth Lowder Telephone 029 2070 2880  

email: elowder@talktalk.net  

Exec Member: Mr Graham NibleD Telephone 029 2070 0203  

email: g.j.nibleD@b"nternet.com 

Exec Member: Mr Quen"n Phillips Telephone 029 2070 0808  

email: quen"nandjoanna@yahoo.com 

 

EASTER TO PENTECOST SMALL GROUPS 

Please give some thought to these annual bible studies organised by Cytûn. 

They will be taking place again and I hope you are able to par"cipate. 

Details of the material to be studied and the venues will be circulated in due course  

so please do watch this space. 

 

Meanwhile make the best use of Lent as we prepare ourselves for the most holy of 

fes"vals Easter when we will once again celebrate that Jesus is alive! 

Do support the Lent lunches, details of which will also be available in your local church 

 

Please send Copy for the Penarth and District Cytûn NewsleDer to Rev John James 

Email: jjames43@btopenworld.com or 55 Masefield Road Penarth CF64 2SE 

Future Events 2014 

3 March Ci,zens UK Mee,ng 7 pm venue All Saints' Church  

5 March Cytûn worship led by Albert Road 6.15 pm 

8 March Ecumenical celebra,on of Family Life 12 noon St David’s Cathedral Cardiff 

2 April Cytûn worship led by Llandough Bap,st Church 6.15 pm 

7 May Cytûn worship led by All Saints at 6.15 pm 

10 May Fun Run 

17 May PADLT Plant and Cra2 sale 

18 April Good Friday Silent March of Witness 


