
 

 

While away earlier in the 
year we stayed on a working 
farm in the Peak District 
where part of the farm was let 

out as holiday accommodation. The part that 
we were in was called rather aptly, given the 
surroundings, the ‘The Cow Shed’! 
 
It had lovely rooms with all mod cons, a 
comfortable bed with clean sheets, the 
facilities for making a warm drink, a shower 
etc. A really beautiful place to stay in a lovely 
setting. 
 
However while enjoying all that the place had 
to offer I couldn’t help thinking it was a far cry 
from the cowshed where our Lord Jesus was 
born all those years ago. After travelling many 
miles to reach Bethlehem the only 
accommodation available to Mary and Joseph 
was that minus 5 star animal shelter. 
 
Cast your mind back some months to when the 
royal baby was expected. No expense spared, 
the best hospital, the best doctors on hand to 
ensure everything went well; the crowds of 
journalists eager to get the first snap. No such 
thing for our Lord. No midwives to assist his 
birth, no comfy bed, no designer shawls to 
wrap him in. Just the animals’ breath and the 
hay laid in a manger to keep him warm. 
 
Born into poverty, his parents had to flee as 
refugees to another country, subjects of 
oppression from the ruling powers and the 
religious leaders of the day. From borrowed 
womb to borrowed tomb our Lord had nothing 
to call his own. How he would empathise with 
those in the world who are suffering such dire 
circumstances today and there are so many. 
 

The migrants and refugees fleeing from 
oppressive governments and seeking a better life 
elsewhere. We must pray for wisdom for government 
leaders in their response to this crisis; and for 
compassion from those of us who are more fortunate. 

 
The innocent victims of violence. Especially 

remember those affected by the recent atrocities in 
Paris. 

 
The persecuted suffering for their faith, shot at, 

killed and forced from their homes. We must pray for 
our suffering brothers and sisters around the world. 

 
The exploited, forced into hard labour and 

trafficked for evil purposes. We must pray for 
protection for those trapped into this life. 

 
The poor, the needy, the hungry, the homeless 

that we see that all around us. What is our response 
to these situations? We must ask ourselves the 
question, What would Jesus do? 
 
While we look forward to a wonderful season of joy 
and celebration with an abundance of good things, 
there will be little Christmas cheer for such people. 
The hungry won’t stop being hungry, the migrants 
and refugees won’t stop being homeless just 
because it’s Christmas. We may not be able to help 
much on a large scale but we don‘t have to look any 
further than our own doorstep to see needs of all 
kinds; the lonely neighbour, the poor and needy 
family, or the sick person in hospital.  
 
As we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Saviour 
let’s remember those less fortunate than ourselves. 
May you have a truly wonderful, blessed and 
peaceful Christmas. God bless. 
 
Ann Niblett 
 
‘O Come let us adore him’. 

Chairperson - Mrs Ann Niblett 
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Chair Elect 2015-16. 
We are so pleased that Rev’d Phyl Fanning has 

agreed to be the chair elect for this year. 
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Penarth and District Christian Aid Report 

Penarth and District Lesotho Trust  

Christian Aid is 70! 
At the end of September this year, a number of 
Penarth and District Christian Aid committee 
members attended a special service at Brecon 
Cathedral to celebrate the 70th anniversary of 
Christian Aid. The Archbishop of Canterbury 
gave the address and noted that Christian Aid 
came into existence at the end of the Second 
World War; with the main aim of helping war 
refugees. At that time, the refugees were 
fleeing war-torn Europe and had lost everything 
because of the warring nations. Since then, 
Christian Aid has worked tirelessly to provide 
support and aid to refugees and people in need 
across the world. 
Today, we are in a similar position as we were 
70 years ago and refugees continue to flee 
war zones and search for a better life. 
Together, we must carry on in the name of the 
One who guides us - to provide shelter to the 
homeless, to clothe the naked, to feed the 
hungry and to give water to the thirsty. 

The Annual and General Meeting was 
held at Bethel Chapel on Wednesday the 
16th of September 2015. Officers remain the 
same: 
I would like to thank Officers and all 
members of the committee for their 
dedication and hard work once again over 
the past year. We are but only a few, but 
with the help of others within our churches, I 
feel that we do help to make a difference to 
the suffering in our world today. 
 

Street Collection 
On Saturday the 10th of October, we had a 
'Street Collection' in Penarth and £785:00 was 
raised. 
Grateful thanks to everyone that shook the 
buckets, smiled and gave thanks. 
 

Gyda diolch / Blessings — Kevin Davies 
 

NOTE — Carol Singing and soup at Elfed 
Avenue Church on Friday Dec 4th 6.30 pm. 
For Christian Aid. All welcome. 

The memorial service for the head teacher 
of TY Junior Academy, Godfrey Kakande, 
was held in All Saint’s Church on Thursday 
17th September to a packed congregation. 
The number of those present was a 
testimony to the affection and high regard 
that so many had for a remarkable 
character. Warm tributes were paid to 
Godfrey in a service that was both 
emotional and celebratory. He will be 
missed by all who knew him. 

It remains the intention of the senior staff at 
the school to carry on with the work begun 
by Godfrey and PADLT will assist in 
whatever ways it realistically can. 

PADLT has become aware since Godfrey’s 
death of a number of members of his family 
and they may be involved in the running of 
the school in the future. 

PADLT funds have benefitted from a 
successful evening in Foxy’s Deli and the 

Lego Festival in October was 
enthusiastically supported by over 100 
children. Many members have been busy 
with craftwork for our annual Christmas 
Craft and Creation Fayre on Saturday 28th 
November in Stanwell Road Baptist Hall. 
We are also involved in the Dinas Powys 
Victorian Fayre and have a tree in the St 
Augustine’s Christmas Tree Festival in 
December. 

We are now finalising plans to transport the 
Lego and Duplo to Lesotho in the New 
Year and some of the Trustees are hoping 
to visit Lesotho in the Spring to teach 
teachers how they can use the Lego in the 
classroom. 

The young people are busy fund raising for 
their visit in August and we applaud them 
for their dedication and hard work as they 
prepare for the trip. 

              JEREMY DIX ( Sec. PADLT ) 
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See the website! 
www.penarthcytun.co.uk 

Welcome. 
 

Over the past few months we have been pleased to welcome to 
our town several new church leaders. 
Captains Andrew and Lorraine Warriner to the Salvation Army. 
Rev’d Phyl Fanning to Trinity and Albert Rd Methodist Churches. 
Rev’d Sandra Birdsall to All Saints  
Rev’d Mark Jones to St Augustine’s. 
 

We look forward to working in partnership with one another in the 

future as we seek to make God’s love known in our community. 

Report from Social Justice Group 
 

The Foodbank continues to be both well used and well supported. People visiting 
the foodbank on a Wednesday morning are welcomed with a cup of coffee. Having the 
opportunity to build relationships with foodbank clients is a privilege and being able to 
pray with them a joy. We are seeing up to 26 family units each week. 
Over the last couple of months we have received harvest gifts not only from local 
churches but also from St Joseph’s Primary School, Albert Primary School, Cogan 
Nursery, Ysgol Y Deri and Victoria Primary School. The foodbank is well stocked at 
present and ready for increased demand over the winter months. 
As always we are grateful to everyone who supports the work of the foodbank with time, 

money, food and prayer.  
Claire Grafton 

The talk given by Phil Kingston was 
delivered from the heart and stirred 
those who attended. Phil in his 
meticulous manner had sent a broad 
outline of his talk and also details of 
web sites which would give more facts 
and insight into the problems of 
climate change and the huge 
imbalance of the distribution of the 
world’s wealth. The numbers who 
attended was disappointing but all 
declared that Phil had once again 
stirred the people of Penarth. 

One of the aspects that Phil Kingston 
talked about was the gross imbalance 
of wealth and the excessive power of 
large corporations. There was an 
important Public Meeting on 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP) being held in the 
Temple of Peace in Cardiff in early 
November. Global Justice has been 

organising a campaign against this trade 
deal between the US and the EU which 
threatens to hand over huge amounts of 
power to big business. The meeting would 
focus on TTIP, CETA and other unjust 
transatlantic trade deals which are up for 
debate and decisions in Parliament. 

TTIP is a frightening trade deal between the 
US and the EU which our politicians are 
negotiating in secret now. The deal is like a 
wish list for big corporations but would be a 
disaster for ordinary people and our 
democracy. The deal could make it 
impossible to reverse privatisation in our 
public sectors and give businesses the 
power to sue governments if it chose to 
make laws that would damage their profits, 
like raising the minimum wage or putting 
plain packaging on cigarettes or letting 
currently banned nasty chemicals into our 
food chain. We must work to stop TTIP. 
 

Keith Howells 
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2015/16 List of Officers of the Council  
Chairperson: Mrs Ann Nible�, Telephone 029 2070 0203 

email: aen43@btopenworld.com 

Chairperson Elect: Rev Phyl Fanning, Telephone 07545 349862 

email: presbyteratpenarth@gmail.com 

Past Chairperson: Rev Sue Fender, Telephone 029 2030 1123 

email: minister@elfedavenue.org.uk 

Secretary: Mrs Jan Cullen, Telephone 029 2070 4926  

email: jan.cullen@ntlworld.com  

Treasurer: Mr Derek Day, Telephone 029 2070 8136  

email: derekday286@b8nternet.com 

Exec Member: Ms Elizabeth Lowder, Telephone 029 2070 2880  

email: elowder@talktalk.net  

Exec Member: Mr Graham Nible�, Telephone 029 2070 0203  

email: g.j.nible�@b8nternet.com 

Exec Member: Mrs Heather Rallis, Telephone 029 2031 5281 

email: Ralishm@cardiff.ac.uk  

Publicity Secretary: Mr Keith Howells, Telephone 029 2070 0315  

email: howellskeith@yahoo.co.uk 

FUTURE EVENTS: 

What’s Coming up.  
Nativity Sheep Trail. 
LOOK OUT! Sheep are coming to a shop near you!! The Nativity Sheep Trail is being 
launched at the Christmas event in town on Sunday November 29

th
.  

This is a great way of making the real meaning of Christmas known to children. Woolly 
knitted sheep will be placed in a number of stores around the town and the idea is that the 
children find as many of them as they can. 
Then on Tuesday December 22

nd
 from 1.00 – 3.30 pm all the sheep will be gathered 

together to the Library when the shepherd will tell the Christmas story (in English and 
Welsh) to the children and families; there will be activities and prizes. 
So, as you shop in Penarth in the coming weeks get spotting. 
March of Light and Carol singing in town Saturday December 19th. 
Meet at the top of Arcot Street at 3.45 pm and march to the St Fagan’s pub 

to sing carols for about an hour, giving out tea, coffee and mince pies.  
Let’s remind Penarth what Christmas is all about. 

28 November PADLT Christmas craft fair Stanwell Baptist Church 

29 November Switching on of Christmas lights and start of Nativity 
Sheep Trail 

4 December Cytûn carols and supper 6.30 pm Elfed Avenue Church 

19 December March of Light 3.45 pm 

22 December Nativity Sheep Trail 1 pm-3.30 pm Penarth Library 

13 January Cytûn worship tba 


