
PENARTH & DISTRICT CYTUN The Council of Churches 
 
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting 19 June 2013   
 
Present Keith Howells, Christiane Cantlay, Valerie Major, Graham Niblett, 
Ann Niblett, Chris Poole, Pat Edwards, Elizabeth Lowder, Heather Ralis, John 
Thomas, Lynda England, Mary Michael, Jan Cullen . 
 
Welcome The chairman welcomed those present especially new members 
Lynda England and Mary Michael, both representing All Saints’.  He read and 
reflected on verses from Acts Chapters 11 and 16 in relation to friends 
working for God and followed with prayer. 
 
Apologies were received from Ann Boot, Steve Mayo, Kevin Davies, Derek 
Day, Jeremy Dix, Sue Fender, Richard Griffiths, Peter Cox, Quentin Philips, 
Margaret Clarke, Joyce Harding, Elfed Jones. 
 
Minutes of the full council meeting held on 20 February 2013 agreed to be a 
true account.   
 
Matters Arising 
 

• Good Friday March and Sonrise Service 
The march was well supported by around 250; thanks to Steve Mayo 
for providing the music and Graham Niblett for the sound system. The 
Easter Day service was also well supported despite the bitter cold; 
worshippers experienced a perfect sunrise. 

 
• Pentecost Groups 

Although numbers were down on the two previous years the groups 
went well and the feedback at the bring and share supper positive.  The 
executive had agreed that the groups should continue with the 
suggestion, to encourage numbers, that Church house groups welcome 
others who wished to participate for the period of study.  Groups can 
then study the Cytun topic for the six week period. All felt this to be a 
good idea.  

 
• Website 

John Thomas stands down as editor in September.  From November 
administration costs rise to £120 plus VAT, which was deemed 
commercially competitive by the executive committee, all accepted this.  
Jeremy Dix had proposed a possible successor but it was not known at 
the time of meeting whether that had been fruitful. 

 
• Fun Run 

The chairman recounted the PADLT event with variable weather 
dependant on the time it took participators to finish the course. 
Numbers were down but the event well supported by young people. 



• Penarth Holiday Festival 
Cytûn Songs of Praise takes place on Sunday 14 July at 3pm in the 
Italian Gardens.  Thanks to the Salvation Army who will provide music 
and Graham Niblett who will provide the sound system. 

 
• Oxfam Talk 

Sadly only six people attended the talk by the young lady Lydia Slack; 
those who did attend were given an inspiring account of her work for 
Oxfam in Uganda. 

 
 

Correspondence 
The Cytûn Wales Spring newsletter was distributed to those present.  Also 
notification of VCVS renewal without charge had been received; those present 
deemed the information circulated somewhat beneficial at times.   
 
Reports (Full reports appear in the current newsletter) 
 

• Finance 
The treasurer had reported a bank balance of £487. Study books cost 
£52 and most of this has been recovered to date. 
 

• Social Justice 
The public meeting on Sex Trafficking in the form of a hard hitting film 
was well supported.   
After four years Derek Day will stand down as chair of Social Justice 
and a new chair sought; none of the present committee can take the 
position so the chairman will make some enquiries elsewhere. 
 

• Christian Aid  
The annual Lent Lunches at the Salvation Army Citadel were well 
attended and raised a substantial amount.  Thanks to all churches and 
special thanks to Steve Mayo.  
Volunteers from different churches took part in the annual door to door 
collection which raised just over £6000, a good increase on the 
previous year figure of £5300. Special thanks to Dr Evan Davies for 
organising the event again this year.  
The annual Christian Aid Service was held at Bethel Chapel with guest 
speaker local MP Stephen Doughty who gave an excellent address and 
encouraged all to carry on the important work of supporting Christian 
Aid.  
There will be a Tesco collection in September and a Penarth street 
collection in October.   
Mari McNeill of Christian Aid has expressed a wish to visit our Cytun 
and contact is awaited. 

 
• PADLT Penarth & District Lesotho Trust 

Steven Doughty MP has agreed to become the patron of the trust and will 
be attending many forthcoming events 
 TY Junior Academy continues to develop, with roof repairs undertaken and 
extension of the electricity provision to other parts of the school recently.  



The visit by 18 boys and 3 teachers to Braintree Essex was highly 
successful and beneficial.  The boys learned rugby skills to share with their 
classmates, were taught about a healthy life style, visited the House of 
Commons and attended a first class rugby game. It was thanks to Sara 
Jones who set up the PADLT web page that initial contact was made; it is 
hoped that many other pupils from TY will be able to visit the UK and that 
youngsters from Braintree will visit Lesotho.  
Dr Hicks’ talk on the Battle of Rorke’s Drift was well supported; primary 
school children provided music and song at an African evening in Stanwell 
Auditorium which raised £1300, the Plant and Craft sale was a great 
success raising £1200. A big thank you to all involved in these events. 
Future events include a Craft Workshop on 21 September. 
Lichaba, the son of Mark and Chaba West - contacts in Lesotho - is staying 
in Dinas Powys with his grandparents to complete his schooling at St Cyres. 
Cycling is Lichaba’s passion and PADLT was able to help him buy a 
competitive bicycle. In his first race he came a highly creditable 20th. 
Visits to Lesotho by both young people and adults are planned for 2014. 
PADLT would like to thank all who support the work in Lesotho, including 
Prince Harry whose involvement was highlighted by the Chelsea Flower 
Show where there was a Lesotho garden and a moving report by its 
designer who had visited Lesotho and experienced that warm welcome and 
generosity that all who have visited have received. 
 

• GPG 
The planters on Penarth Station are now planted and work has been 
done on the bank. Arriva Trains would like GPG to provide more 
planters at local station but there is the need to tend and water to be 
considered. GPG is still involved in supporting the Bute Lane Nursery 
community garden project but everything depends on getting a grant to 
put up a substantial fence before work can begin.   Still no news from 
the Vale Council in relation to Wordsworth Recreation ground – very 
disappointing.  The SiP (Shop in Penarth) scheme has been running 
for over three years and has over 50 participating retailers.  It is feeling 
a little ‘stale’ and GPG is in the process of re-vamping it with more 
emphasis on involvement by the retailers. SiP cards will still be valid in 
all participating shops, but as more professional and trades 
organisations want to join the scheme will be promoted slightly 
differently watch this space!  The orchard in Cosmeston is growing well 
and by next year it should be sufficiently well matured to begin to hold 
some events around the site. GPG supports the 20’s Plenty Campaign 
(to reduce speed limits around the town to 20mph) and we await the 
outcome of the consultation.  GPG chair, Anthony Slaughter, had a 
very constructive meeting with Stanwell School in relation to food 
issues, local sourcing, healthy eating etc. An enjoyable forage was held 
earlier in the year along the beach ending with some of the collected 
plants being transformed into a meal cooked on a camping stove by 
the forage leader. Organisation is well ahead for the Food Festival to 
be held on Sunday, 21 July in the Kymin. An excellent variety of stalls 
will provide produce from around the area and all we need is the 
weather!  The AGM had to be postponed, but will now be held on 
Thursday, 11th July at 7pm in The Windsor Arms in Windsor Road.  



Chair 2013-14 Arrangements 
Elfed Jones’s induction will take place on Sunday 29 September at 6 pm at St 
Joseph’s Church Penarth where subsequent meetings will then be held. Sue 
Fender will become vice chair from September. 
 
Cytun Event 
The chairman has arranged for Stephen Doughty MP to speak on Christians, 
Politics and Social Justice at Stanwell Baptist Church on Sunday 30 June at 
3.30 pm.This will be advertised through the Penarth Times and open to all. 
 
Other Business 
 

• Elizabeth Lowder displayed some items which belonged to the 
Reverend David Fox that she would like to make available to members 
of Cytun. 
 

• Heather Ralis raised the possibility of Cytun Churches supporting the 
provision of a food bank in Penarth, the concept being different from 
the current food distribution schemes in various churches. The 
secretary will enquire whether such a scheme is already being 
considered by the Town Council. 
 

• A change to the advertised Cytun worship on 3 July, this will now be 
led by All Saints’ 
 

Date and Venue of Next Meeting 
Full Council will next meet for the AGM and council meeting on Wednesday 
18 September 2013 at Stanwell Road Baptist Church Lecture Room at 7 pm. 
 
The meeting closed with the grace at 8.20 pm. 
 
Forthcoming Events 
 
30 June Cytûn talk by Stephen Doughty 

Stanwell 3.30 pm 
3 July Cytûn worship led by All Saints 
11July GPG AGM Windsor Arms 7pm 
14 July Songs of Praise Italian Gardens 3 pm 
21July GPG Food Festival 
7 August NO CYTÛN WORSHIP 
4 September Cytûn worship led by Tabernacle 
21September  PADLT craft festival 
29 September Induction Elfed Jones at St Joseph’s 

Penarth 6 pm 
 


