
PENARTH & DISTRICT CYTÛN The Council of Churches 
 
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held at St Jose ph’s Church Hall on 
Wednesday 20 November 2013   
 
Present Elfed Jones, Keith Howells,  Joyce Harding, Graham Niblett, Heather 
Ralis, Derek Day, Chris Poole, Margaret Clark, Elizabeth Lowder, John 
Thomas, Mary Michael, Sue Fender, Jeremy Dix, Val Major, Jan Cullen. 
 
Apologies were received from Christiane Cantlay, Kevin Davies, Tricia 
Griffiths, Peter Cox, Pat Edwards, Lynda England, Quentin Phillips. 
 
Welcome The chairman welcomed those present, he read and reflected on 
the parable in Luke Chapter 19 verses 11 to 28 and followed with prayer. 
 
Minutes  of the full council meeting held on 18 September 2013 were 
proposed to be a true account by Sue Fender with all in favour.   
 
Matters Arising 
None 
 
Executive Decisions 
 

• Foodbank Logo 
The preferred logo was circulated for consideration along with John 
Squire’s comments on his design and the executive recommendation 
was accepted by all. A mistake in the Welsh spelling was highlighted 
and will be advised.  
 

• Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
The week is traditionally observed between 18 and 25 January, the 
Octave of St Peter and St Paul.  The united service on the evening of 
Sunday 19 January 2014 will be held at 6pm at Elfed Avenue United 
Reform Church using the Churches Together material “Is Christ 
Divided?”   Peter Cox has asked for early responses for the exchange 
of preachers on the morning of 19 January.  He also proposes meeting 
for prayer each evening in the Octave and offers venue and facilitator if 
this is preferred to different venues each day, also using the CTBI 
material.  The meeting agreed that it was an excellent idea and should 
be at one venue only for continuity and clarity.  Sue Fender will work 
with Peter Cox. 
 

• Cytûn worship 2014 
Worship in January will be held on the second Wednesday being 8th 
January, not 1st January, and will be led by Trinity Methodist Church. 

 
Correspondence 
None. 
 



Reports (Full reports appear in the current newsletter) 
 

• Finance 
The bank balance is £490 after paying the web maintenance fee of 
£144. The treasurer is satisfied that there are sufficient funds to meet the 
usual annual expenses of a donation to CAAT, support for Social Justice 
events and contribution to the Caldey retreat. 

 
• Social Justice 

Keith Howells is seeking a small group to work together. He proposes 
involvement in on-line campaigns having lobbied Stephen Doughty on 
the Palestine situation already and citing the success against Coca Cola 
in the Land Grab campaign, if only for Pepsi Cola to then move in. 

 
• Christian Aid  

Kevin Davies’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting.  The 
success of the Tesco collection raising £317.59 and the street collection 
raising £707.09 were highlighted and the report accepted with thanks. 

 
• PADLT Penarth & District Lesotho Trust 

Jeremy Dix’s report had been circulated before the meeting. He 
commented that the library was now fully completed and that whilst the 
child referred to was recovering from HIV Aids another small child had 
recently died of the illness which is an ever present threat to young lives.  
He highlighted the Craft Fair on 30 November and encouraged people to 
attend. 

 
• GPG 

The GPG report had been circulated prior to the meeting and in Tricia 
Griffiths’ absence the open meeting on Thursday 12th December was 
publicised. 

 
• Foodbank 

Claire Grafton’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting. Keith 
Howells commented that volunteers had already come forward to make 
up parcels ready for distribution.  With 24 parcels handed out this week 
alone whilst the foodbank is currently still well stocked supplies are 
running down.  The benefit of emails to churches pointing out specific 
need is very obviously successful. 

 
 

Chair Elect 2014-15 
Thought and prayer should now be given to this position, with names of 
proposed candidates to the chairman please 
 
Other Business 
 

• Trinity Christmas Day Lunch 
Val Major made a request for volunteers, especially to drive people 
home from the lunch at around 3pm, and for names of anyone who may 
need an invitation. Contact her on 02920313492 



 
• Guest Speaker Mari McNeill 

Sadly Mari was unable to join the meeting because of her grandmother’s 
funeral today. It was agreed to invite her to the full council meeting on 19 
February.  She had supplied some information about herself and Pete 
Donnison who was to accompany her, which the chairman read to the 
meeting. She is the SE Wales and Advocacy Coordinator, comes from 
Cardiff, attends Highfields Church and has been working with Christian 
Aid for almost two years now.  The main part of her role is to support 
churches across SE Wales to give, act and pray for Christian Aid’s work.  
Last year she spent 3 months in Burundi working with a Christian Aid 
partner and a few years ago experienced Christian Aid’s work in 
Cambodia.  Pete Donnison is Regional and Legacies Coordinator, 
having very recently joined the Cardiff office he will be helping churches, 
committees and volunteers across South Wales and Powys to support 
Christian Aid’s work and will be developing legacies opportunities in 
Wales.  He trained as a lawyer in Cardiff, attends St Marks Church and 
ran the London Marathon for Christian Aid this year. 
 
Mary Michael informed the meeting of the film UK Gold which follows 
Revd William Taylor as he stands up to the financial institutions of the 
City of London and is available to be shown to us.  It was proposed that 
Christian Aid and Social Justices chairs work together to arrange a 
showing of the film in Penarth.   For more information please see 
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/ActNow/blog/september-2013/the-uk-gold-
film-tour.aspx 
She also highlighted Christian Aid’s need for support for the Philippines 
crisis http://www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/current/philippines-
typhoon-appeal/prayers.aspx  and their Christmas appeal which focuses 
on Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories and the work Christian 
Aid partners are able to carry out there to bring peace and a long-term 
solution 
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/christmas/resources/index.asp
x -  
 
 

Date and Venue of Next Meeting 
Full Council will next meet on Wednesday 19 February 2014 at St Joseph’s 
Church Hall at 7pm. 
 
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 8pm. 
 
 
Forthcoming Events 
 
30 November  Craft Fayre Stanwell Baptist Church 
30 November Christmas coffee morning and bazaar  

St Augustine’s Parish Hall  10 am 
1 December Bethel Carol Service 2.30 pm £1.50 

to include hot drink and mince pies 
4 December Cytûn worship led by Bethel 



5 December Concert St Dochdwy’s Church 
Llandough 7pm with Welsh National 
Opera performances. Proceeds to 
Tenovus and Live Music Now Wales.  
Tickets £5 2070 4926 

7-8 December Christmas Tree Festival St 
Augustine’s Church 

12 December GPG open meeting 7pm Windsor 
Arms Penarth 

8 January Cytûn worship led by Trinity 
18-25 January 2014 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
20 January  Exchange of preachers and United 

Service 6pm Elfed Avenue 
5 February PADLT AGM 7.30 pm Stanwell 

lecture room 
5 February  Cytûn worship TBA 

 


