
PENARTH & DISTRICT CYTUN The Council of Churches 
 
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting 19 November 2014 
 
Present  Sue Fender, Graham Niblett, Margaret Clarke, Chris Poole,  
Heather Ralis, Val Major, Mary Michael, Christiane Cantlay, Joyce Harding, 
Derek Day, Peter Cox, John Thomas, Jan Cullen, John Squire 
 
Welcome The chairwoman welcomed those present; she read and 
reflected on Psalm 145 and opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Apologies were received from Elizabeth Lowder, Keith Howells, Jeremy Dix, 
Steve Mayo, Kevin Davies, Elfed Jones, Tricia Griffiths and Jon Ormrod. 
 
Minutes of the full council meeting held on 17 September 2014 were signed 
as a true account. 
 
Matters Arising 

• Induction 
The chair thanked everyone for attending the service which had a very 
good turnout. 
 

• WW1 Commemorations 
Derek Day is researching March 1915 on behalf of Cytun with the 
assistance of the Librarian and Keith Howell is seeking to encourage 
the Penarth Times to have a recognisable slot each week for all the 
researched dates. 

 
March of Light 
John Squire presented this initiative. The march is being organised as a 
witness within the community of Jesus’ presence and hope at Christmas.  It 
will take the format of the Good Friday March of Witness, processing from the 
top of Arcot Street to West House, starting at 5pm on Saturday 20th December 
with participants carrying lights and singing carols.  John Squire will compile 
Christmas service schedules to be handed out during the march; these will 
show Church services in Penarth from 21st to 25th December, the information 
being taken from the Penarth Christmas brochure. 10 stewards are required, 
Tabernacle will supply 4 and all the high viz jackets; steward names to John 
Squire please, telephone 02920317885 email johnsquire53@hotmail.com. 
 
Nativity Sheep Trail 
Peter Cox reported that there is good support for this initiative with 12 venues 
in Penarth taking part.  The launch will take place as part of the Christmas 
Parade and Grand Switching on event on Sunday 30th November at 2.10pm 
led by Sam the shepherd.  There will be plenty of promotional leaflets and 
posters to advertise the event and it was agreed that Cytun funds £60 towards 
costs. The event culminates at Penarth Library between 4pm and 5pm on 
Saturday 20th December when families can again meet Sam the shepherd 
reunited with all his sheep.  Details of crib services will be advertised; again 
information can be taken from the Penarth Christmas brochure.   It was 



suggested that the shepherd and sheep could then accompany the March of 
Light. 
 
The chairwoman thanked both speakers and encouraged the Churches of 
Penarth to fully support both events. 
 
Correspondence  

None 
 

Reports 
• Finance 

There is a steady income from subscriptions, most of which are paid by 
standing order.  Payment of £144 has been made for website 
maintenance and the bank balance of £498.29 is a comfortable one. 
 

• Social Justice 
Keith Howells’ report had been circulated in advance of the meeting. 
Members were asked to read the report and pray for its actions. 
. 

• Christian Aid 
Kevin Davies’s report was circulated in advance of the meeting.  Sing 
for your Supper is an event to be held on Friday 5th December from 
6.30pm.  Initially this was a revised date for the Salvation Army to lead 
Cytun worship as they were unable to do so on Wednesday 3rd 
December.  It was then proposed as an open air carol service in Elfed 
Avenue’s car park for the community and now extended to be followed 
by a soup and roll supper (on the lines of Lent lunches) from about 
7.15pm with donations requested  to Christian Aid.  This idea has come 
about to take advantage of the government’s pledge to match Christian 
Aid fundraising £1 for £1 between November 2014 and February 2015 
so a generous response is anticipated. 
 

• PADLT Penarth & District Lesotho Trust 
Jeremy Dix’s report was circulated in advance of the meeting and 
accepted with thanks by those present. 

 
• GPG Gwyrddio Penarth Greening 

Tricia Griffiths’ report had been circulated in advance and was 
accepted with thanks at the meeting. 
 

• Foodbank 
Claire Grafton’s report had been circulated in advance and was 
accepted with thanks.  Whilst all donations are gratefully received the 
foodbank holds a lot of pasta at present so sauces to accompany pasta 
are particularly needed as well as some extra treats for Christmas. 
 

 
 



Easter to Pentecost Groups 
Whilst only a couple of Churches responded to a request for feedback people 
were mainly in favour of supporting a return to Lent and the chair is 
considering suitable material to study. 
 
Chair Elect 2014-15 and 2015-16 
A name for the current chair elect will be announced shortly but a chair elect 
for 2015 -16 should also be considered now; proposed names to Sue Fender 
please. 
 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Peter Cox has had a pleasing response to the pulpit exchange this year but if 
Churches have not been contacted and wish to take part please contact him 
now. peterallard.cox@ntlworld.com  A host Church is needed for the united 
service on Sunday 25th January and it was agreed to approach Trinity for this 
event as Teddy Kalongo will be leaving Penarth in 2015. 
 
Penarth Town Plan 
Sue Fender attended a meeting of Penarth Town councillors who are forming 
a community based momentum group to work alongside councillors on the 
plan.  A public driven interim group is being set up to define the parameters of 
that momentum group and the council is keen for Churches to be 
represented.  An application form appeared in the Penarth Times last week 
and the executive agreed that the chair should put her name forward on 
behalf of Cytun. There will be a public meeting at the Paget Rooms on 
Thursday 11th December at 7.30pm where people can vote for 12 names to 
form the group; Cytun members are urged to go along and vote so that 
Churches have a voice on the committee. 
 
Other Business 

• Caldey Island 
A lively, wonderfully uplifting time well led by Dave Hutton.  The poor 
weather meant an extra unexpected day on the island.  Keith Howells 
recommended early booking for a summer slot in 2015 with Sue 
Fender asked to lead the group. 
 

• Llangasty 
Heather Ralis had just returned from this retreat near Brecon and 
highly commended it to Cytun as an alternative to Caldey.  It was 
agreed to consider it for 2016. 
 

Next Meeting of full council is on Wednesday 18 February 2015 at 7pm at 
Elfed Avenue Church. 
 
The meeting closed with the saying of the Grace at 8.15 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Future Events 
 
  
29 November  Christmas Fayre Penarth & 

Llandough  Parish hall Albert Rd 
10am 

29 November Craft fayre Stanwell  Church 10am 
30 November Launch of Nativity Sheep trail 2.10pm 

as part of Penarth Christmas Parade 
3 December NO CYTÛN WORSHIP 
5 December Carols with Salvation Army band and 

soup supper Elfed Avenue 6.30pm in 
support of Christian Aid 

6/7 December Christmas tree festival St Augustine’s 
Church 

6 December Promise of Christmas St David’s Hall 
3pm and 7.30pm 

11 December Paget Rooms 7.30pm vote for Cytun 
presence on Penarth Town Plan 
committee 

20 December Nativity Sheep trail 4 – 5pm Penarth 
Library 

20 December Cytun March of Light  
 

Starts from top of Arcot Street 5pm 

7 January Cytûn worship led by Llandough 
Baptist Church 6.15pm 

 


