
PENARTH & DISTRICT CYTÛN The Council of Churches 
 
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting 17 June 2015 
 
Present Sue Fender, Graham Niblett, Ann Niblett, Margaret Clarke, Chris 
Poole, Heather Ralis, Val Major, Mary Michael, Christiane Cantlay, Joyce 
Harding, Keith Howells, Elizabeth Lowder,  Jan Cullen. 
 
Welcome The chairperson welcomed those present; she read from 
Proverbs chapter 3, reflected on and commended the passage to those 
present and opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Apologies were received from Derek Day, Elfed Jones, Jeremy Dix, Steve 
Mayo, John Thomas and Tricia Griffiths. 
 
Minutes  of the full council meeting held on 11 February 2015 were signed as 
a true account. 
 
Matters Arising 

 
• WW1 Commemorations 

The chair thanked Derek Day for his good work on this project, which 
he seemed to have thoroughly enjoyed 
 

• Lent Groups 
48 people took part in the course and the consensus was that the 
groups return to Lent permanently.  A request was made for the date of 
the Pot Luck Supper to be advertised at the beginning of the course. 
 

• Hustings  
The general consensus was that the event had gone well, although the 
acoustics were poor.  Thanks were expressed to Gareth Lloyd for 
chairing the debate.  The Executive at their meeting made a decision to 
hold a similar event for the Assembly elections in 2016 when we will try 
to engage young people in the process. 
 

• Good Friday and Sonrise  
Both were very well attended.  There was concern that the service 
following the march broke the silent witness of the march, but 
opposingly that the service is an act of public witness at the end of the 
march.  It was agreed that the service had become longer over the 
years and what might be returned to is simply a short time of prayer 
and an unaccompanied hymn.  This will be considered in next year’s 
arrangements. 

 
Executive Decisions 
 

• A 2016 hustings for the Assembly elections, as referred to above 
 

• That December worship should again take the form of an open air carol 
service (which in the event did not happen outside due to the weather) 



followed by a supper to raise funds for Christian Aid, as it did in 2014.  
Sue Fender will speak with Kevin Davies and the Salvation Army.  The 
date was agreed as Friday 4th December rather than the regular date 
which would be Wednesday 2nd December.  Also that July worship will 
be held on Wednesday 8th July, not 1st, because so many who attend 
will be at the Caldey retreat on the earlier date. 

 
Correspondence  

Letters from VCVS renewing our membership and advising us of the 
merger with Vale Volunteer Bureau (VVB) to form Glamorgan Voluntary 
Services (GVS) 

 
Reports 

• Finance  
There a current balance of £238.83; with some expenses before the 
year end of 30 June the likely balance will still be in excess of £200.  A 
full financial statement will be presented at AGM in September. 
 

• Social Justice 
Keith Howells’ report had been circulated in advance of the meeting 
and appears in the newsletter.  
 

• Christian Aid  
Kevin’s Davis’s report had been circulated in advance of the meeting 
and appears in the newsletter. Many were disappointed that they did 
not know of the “Once Loved Handbags” event; it will be repeated in 
2016 and advertised through our publicity officer. 
 

• PADLT Penarth & District Lesotho Trust 
Keith Howell’s report was circulated in advance of the meeting and 
appears in the newsletter. 

 
• GPG Gwyrddio Penarth Greening 

Tricia Griffiths’ report had been circulated in advance and appears in 
the newsletter.  She had asked the secretary to stress that the Food 
Festival would not now take place.  (However subsequently it has been 
confirmed that it will be held at the Kymin on Sunday 12 July between 
11am and 4pm) 
 

• Foodbank 
Claire Grafton’s report had been circulated in advance and appears in 
the newsletter.  There had been a long discussion at the executive 
meeting about the lack of food and this had been followed by a counter 
swell of support from the public and Sainsbury’s in Penarth.  Families 
where children have school meals will have difficulties through the long 
school holidays and we all need to continue support. 

 
• Farewell to Steve Mayo and Teddy Kalongo 

Keith Howells’ report on this enjoyable event, which followed Cytûn 
worship on 3rd June, appears in the newsletter. 
 



Penarth Summer Festival 
Songs of Praise will take place at the Italian Gardens at 3pm on Sunday 12th 
July.  The Salvation Army will provide the music.   
 
Chair 2015-16 and Induction 
Ann Niblett’s Induction will take place on Sunday 27 September at 6pm at 
Tabernacle.  All are welcome. 
 
Chair Elect 2015-16 
The current chair and chair elect would both appreciate proposals for this post 
which ideally needs to be filled by September 
 
Other Business 
 

• The meeting was advised that the website is out of date.  Graham 
Niblett and Keith Howells update it and both stressed that they need to 
be told of changes to do so.  Contact them at  
howellskeith@yahoo.co.uk 
g.j.niblett@btinternet.com 

 
• It was proposed that the executive meeting be moved to 5pm on the 

first Wednesday of November, February, June and September in future 
– the change had been made due to circumstances during the present 
chairmanship and proved popular.  This will be discussed by the 
executive at their September meeting. 

 
Next Meeting of full council is on Wednesday 16 September 2015 at Elfed 
Avenue Church and will follow the AGM which starts at 7pm 
 
The meeting closed with the saying of the Grace at 8 pm 
 
Future Events 
 

8 July Cytûn worship led by Richard Griffiths 
12 July Songs of Praise Italian Gardens 3pm 
12 July GPG Food Festival 
5 August No worship 
2 September Cytûn worship led by Elfed Ave 
27 September  Induction Tabernacle 6pm 
7 October Cytûn worship led by St Joseph’s 

 


