
PENARTH & DISTRICT CYTÛN The Council of Churches 
 
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting 14 September 2016 held at 
Tabernacle Baptist Church 
 
Present Ann Niblett, Christiane Cantlay, Joyce Harding,  Graham Niblett, 
Chris Poole, Margaret Clarke, Jeremy Dix, Rosemary Dix, Elizabeth Lowder, 
Peter Cox,  Max Scott Cook, Val Major, Phyl Fanning, Mel Griffin, Jan Cullen. 
 
Apologies were received Juliet Lloyd, John Thomas, Derek Day, Heather 
Ralis, Sue Fender, Keith Howells, Len Smart. 
 
Welcome. The new chairman Phyl Fanning welcomed those present saying 
that it was a privilege to chair Cytûn, an organisation of which he had no 
knowledge prior to coming to Penarth. He looked forward to the challenge and 
will spend the year exploring what God wants us to do. 
 
Minutes of the full council meeting held on 15 June 2016 were signed as a 
true account. 
 
Matters Arising 

 

• Caldey Retreat 
This had been wonderful fun and the chairman has many photographs 
some of which he intends to turn into a cartoon of the event using two 
teddy bear monks bought on the island. 
 

• Invite to Aled Edwards 
An invitation for him to speak to Cytûn on the refugee situation has not 
yet been extended. 

 

• Alpha Courses 
The All Saints’ Alpha course and Tabernacle pub alpha commence in 
September; information of both will be sent to the publicity officer to 
circulate. 
 

 
Executive Decisions 

• Fun Run 
Cosmeston Country Park requested insurance cover this year and is 
unlikely to let the event go ahead next year without it.  It was agreed 
that as PADLT has cover for such events and because PADLT has 
been the sole recipient of proceeds from the event for many years the 
emphasis would be changed from a Cytûn event to a PADLT event 
supported by Cytûn.    
 

• Lesotho Lunches 
The executive agreed to the lunches proceeding as proposed, see 
agenda item below. 
 
 



Reports 
 

• Finance 
There was no update for the current year in the treasurer’s absence. 
 

• Social Justice 
Keith Howells’ reported had been circulated in advance and appears in 
the newsletter.  It was formally accepted with thanks. 
 

• Christian Aid 
There is no report.  Val Major advised that all monies had been sent to 
Christian Aid leaving a nil balance at the bank. 
 

• PADLT Penarth & District Lesotho Trust 
Jeremy Dix’s report had been circulated and appears in the newsletter.  
He highlighted the Craft fair on 26 November and commented on the 
wonderful visit to Lesotho by the youth group which had greatly 
impacted both sides.  The report was formally accepted with thanks. 

 

• GPG Gwyrddio Penarth Greening 
The group no longer exists and we await information of a new group to 
be formed under Sustainable Penarth; it will however have no 
connection with Cytûn.   
 

• Foodbank 
Claire Grafton’s report was circulated in advance and appears in the 
newsletter. Christiane Cantlay referred to an article in Penarth Times 
on 25 August in which charities and community groups were invited to 
register for a new Tesco scheme to help vulnerable people.  Tesco’s 
Community Food Connection programme with FareShare and 
FoodCloud will offer free food to groups and tackle waste.  The 
information will be passed to Claire.  The chairman wished the 
foodbank well in its move to Arcot House and reminded the meeting of 
the long list of items needed, with Harvest giving in mind.  He formally 
accepted the report with thanks. 

 
Lesotho Lunches 
The proposal for fund raising lunches followed the showing of the film 
“Drought in Lesotho” at Stanwell Church earlier in the year.  The lunches are 
a Stanwell Church initiative in response to the particular situation and are 
being organised using the tried and tested format of Lent lunches.  Rosemary 
Dix outlined the proposal and the plan, full details of which were circulated 
with the agenda. The money will be sent immediately via Tabernacl Hayes to 
the Lesotho Evangelical Church and distributed with the help of Mothers’ 
Unions to the most needy.  There was full support for the event from council 
members.  The lunches will now be widely advertised throughout the 
community. 
 
 
 
 



December Cytûn worship 
Executive committee had assumed that carols and supper would be held at 
Elfed Avenue Church on 9 December but that Church is now unable to host 
the event.  The matter will be discussed at the Christian Aid meeting next 
month and the executive committee will then make a decision about the 
event.  Please note that November worship will now be held on 9 November 
as the usual date of first Wednesday in the month is All Souls’ Day. 
 
Christmas Carol Singing 
There will be a Christian presence in Penarth at Christmas with carol singing 
but no march this year.  The decision on late night shopping in Penarth will be 
made shortly by the town council; if it is to take place the carol singing will be 
held on the same evening.  Arrangements will be finalised at the November 
executive meeting. 
 
Nativity Trail 
Lesley Cox has advised that the nativity trail will take the form of an angel, not 
sheep, trail this year. A meeting on 19 October will determine the launch date 
with the closing event to be held at the library on December 21st from 1pm to 
3.30pm. She asked for Cytûn’s support with prayer and if possible to 
contribution to the costs of printing.  A donation of £60 was agreed. 
 
Week of Prayer for Christian unity 
This is traditionally the Octave of St Peter and St Paul 18 to 25 January.  The 
pulpit exchange will take place on Sunday 22 January 2017 as will the united 
service. Peter Cox agreed to co-ordinate the pulpit exchange for 2017 but will 
pass the task on to another for 2018. The venue for the united service will be 
Trinity Church and Phyl Fanning will ask Kevin Davies to co-ordinate the 
service with him. Mel Griffin will again co-ordinate the daily prayer meetings at 
All Saints’ using the CTBI (Churches Together in Britain and Ireland) material 
and will be looking for leaders.  She urged greater attendance. 
 
Cytûn Newsletter 
The annual cost of production is about £120 a year.  The secretary had 
received various responses regarding its usefulness and continuation; 
generally the newsletter is taken/read when handed out but not otherwise. 
Some would prefer an on line issue (the newsletter is already on the website 
but could perhaps be distributed by email); one Church hopes it will continue 
in its present form and for some the newsletter is inspirational. The chairman 
suggested a simple form of newsletter for the coming year which can be sent 
electronically and printed or communicated through individual Church 
methods; he will take this forward. 
 
Other Business 
A reminder of the induction on Sunday 18 September at 6pm at Trinity 
Church, the service will have a both contemporary and traditional theme. 
 
Next Meeting and Future Meeting Dates 
The meeting ended with prayer at 8.10pm.   
 



Future full council meetings will be held on 16 November 2016, 15 February 
2017, 21 June 2017 with AGM and full council on 21 September 2017.   
 
All meetings and worship will be held at Trinity Church. 
 
Future Events 
 

5 October Cytûn worship led by Stanwell  

7 October Lesotho lunches start  

9 November Cytûn worship led by Parish of Penarth& Llandough 

9 November Cytûn executive meets 5 pm 

26 November PADLT craft fair at Stanwell Church 

 


