
PENARTH & DISTRICT CYTUN The Council of Churches 
 
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting on 16 November 2016 held at Trinity 
Methodist Church at 7pm 
 
Present   Phyl Fanning, Keith Howells, Ann Niblett, Christiane Cantlay, Joyce 
Harding,  Graham Niblett, Chris Poole, Jeremy Dix, Peter Cox,  Max Scott 
Cook, Val Major, Heather Ralis, Mel Griffin, Jan Cullen. 
 
Apologies were received Juliet Lloyd, Lorraine Warriner, Margaret Clark, 
Elizabeth Lowder, Derek Day. 
. 
Welcome.  The chairman welcomed those present.  He read and reflected on 
Psalm 23. 
 
Minutes of the full council meeting held on 14 September 2016 were signed 
as a true account. 
 
Matters Arising 

 

• The Lesotho lunches had been very well received and were a 
good time of fellowship, they raised almost £3000 of which £800 
was additional donations. 

 

• The Angel Nativity Trail is progressing well and culminates at 
Penarth Library on 21 December from 12.30 to 3.30pm with 
crafts and activities for children. Those wishing to collect an 
angel for their Sunday School were asked to contact Betty 
Rogers 14 Meadowside Sully Road Penarth telephone 
20704158. 

 

• The chairman had hoped to produce the electronic newsletter for 
the meeting but apologised for the delay; he hopes to circulate 
next week so that Churches  can print or use as they wish 

 
Executive Decisions 

Youth Cytun ceased some years ago but their bank account remained 
open.  The executive committee agreed that the account should be 
closed and the monies (about £100) transferred to main funds. 

 
Correspondence 
A letter from the Town Mayor inviting teams to join his charity quiz on Tuesday 
8 November had had been circulated by email on 26 October 
 
Reports 
 

• Finance 
Derek Day reported by email the bank balance at £300 after paying 
£60 towards the cost of this year’s Nativity Trail. He advised that 
subscriptions from those who did not pay by standing order were now 
due.  A new treasurer has not yet come forward.  



• Social Justice 
Keith Howells has arranged for Aled Edwards to speak on Wednesday 
1 February, however Executive had expressed concerned that their 
meeting and worship also fell on that day. After discussion it was 
agreed that the meeting would be an act of worship starting at 7pm and 
replace the usual Cytun worship.   Phyl Fanning reported that Citizens 
UK Cymru would meet on 23 November in Pontypridd to question local 
election candidates. 
 

• Christian Aid 
The report, in the form of the minutes of the AGM, was read to and 
accepted by the meeting. 
 

• PADLT Penarth & District Lesotho Trust 
Peter Cox’s report was circulated to the meeting.  He highlighted the 
forthcoming Christmas craft fair on 26 November and the AGM on 8 
February as well as PADLT’s new Facebook page and revamped 
website.   Meetings of the trustees are active and well attended; 
PADLT has spent a total of £70000 on projects since 2011 and in 2015 
had record income of £29000.  He acknowledged the success of the 
Lesotho lunches in Penarth, money had been sent directly to Lesotho 
via Tabernacl The Hayes Cardiff. 

 

• GPG Gwyrddio Penarth Greening 
Tricia Griffiths’ reported by email on the transition of GPG into 
Sustainable Penarth.  It was agreed that as there would no longer be a 
Cytun connection reporting would cease. 
 

• Foodbank 
There had been a good response from Harvest festivals but regular 
and continuing support is needed.  A list of needed items will be 
circulated when available. The secretary will query whether Christmas 
items would also be welcomed by the foodbank.  The chairman 
explained that information about supermarkets providing surplus food 
was circulating via the Churches not Cytun. 

 
December Cytûn worship 
This was originally to be held on Friday 9 December at Elfed Avenue in the 
form of carols and a supper to support Christian Aid.  As the venue is no 
longer available it was agreed that worship would return to Wednesday 7 
December at Trinity and will be led by Phyl Fanning.  It was also agreed that 
as 1 March is Ash Wednesday worship will be moved to 8 March 2017. 
 
Christmas Carol Singing 
Penarth late night shopping will be held on 1 December.  Tabernacle Church 
has been approached to provide tea and coffee to shoppers and make a 
collection for the foodbank.  It was agreed that Cytun would join Tabernacle in 
carol singing between 6pm and 7pm on that evening. 
 



Week of Prayer for Christian unity 
Arrangements are in hand.  Mel Griffin is organising the daily prayer meetings, 
Peter Cox is organising the pulpit exchange and Phyl Fanning is arranging the 
United Service which will be held at Trinity. 
 
Lent Groups 2017 
The chairman will consider the CTBI (Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland) material which is produced on line and is free to print and use.  He will 
be running Advent groups at Trinity Church on Wednesday lunchtimes and 
Friday evenings using the York course Living in the Light; these groups are 
open to all.  Elfed Avenue is also running an Advent course and both will be 
advertised.  
 
Other Business 

• The chairman had come to the meeting from a conference about the 
Christian perspective on death and dying.  The conference was 
arranged by Professor Kitsinger of Communications at the School of 
Media Studies at Cardiff University; it is a national project (excluding 
Scotland) with a series of conferences bringing together clergy, social 
workers, doctors and others but comes specifically from the Christian 
perspective. He suggested that instead of individual Churches helping 
people to grapple with the issue that Cytun brings this together for the 
people of Penarth in a meeting or workshop.  He asked for the council’s 
permission to explore the possibility and all agreed. 

 

• The chairman had queried at the executive meeting the relationship 
between Church and council for emergency night shelter when 
temperatures drop – this happens in England but no-one was aware of 
a similar Welsh arrangement.  The secretary has written to the Town 
Council and would report back when she had a reply.  Peter Cox 
suggested that the council be made aware that there are volunteers 
willing to open Churches in the circumstances. 

 

• The chairman asked for volunteers to help with the Trinity Christmas 
Day lunch as some long standing helpers have to stand down this year.  
Please contact Phyl Fanning is you can help in any way. 
 

 
Next Meeting and Future Meeting Dates 
 
The meeting ended with prayer at 8.15pm.   
Full council next meets on Wednesday 15 February 2017 at 7pm 
 



Future Events 
26 November PADLT Craft Fair Stanwell Church 
1 December Christmas carol singing Penarth town center  6pm to 

7pm 
1-5 December Nativity festival Elfed Avenue 
7 December Cytun worship led by Trinity Church 
10 December Comedians and Carols Tabernacle Church 
21 December Nativity Trail event Library 12.30pm 

25 December Trinity Christmas lunch 
4 January Cytun worship led by All Saints’ 
1 February Talk by Aled Edwards (replaces Cytun worship) 7pm 

 


