
PENARTH & DISTRICT CYTUN The Council of Churches 
 
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting 21 November 2012  
 
Present Keith Howells, Steve Mayo, Joyce Harding, Christiane Cantlay, 
Valerie Major, Richard Griffiths, Jeremy Dix, Graham Niblett, Ann Niblett, 
Derek Day, Chris Poole, Margaret Clark, Elfed Jones, Sue Fender, Quentin 
Phillips, Peter Cox, Juliet Lloyd, Jan Cullen . 
 
Welcome The chairman welcomed those present, including a special 
welcome to Lee Ball from Ty Gobaith Centre Cardiff. He read and reflected on 
verses from Ezekiel Chapter 37 and followed with prayer. 
 
Apologies were received from Ann Boot, John Thomas, Heather Ralis, 
Elizabeth Lowder, Pat Edwards. 
 
Lee Ball Manager Ty Gobaith Salvation Army Centre 
Steve Mayo introduced Lee Ball who manages the 66 bed centre at Cardiff 
with 47 staff and a budget of £1.6 million per annum. It houses a detoxification 
unit for those with drink and drug dependency and also runs two half-way 
houses. Lee gave an inspiring insight into the work of the centre where clients 
are physically cared for as well as spiritually led. With a skills development 
programme 80% now leave with a qualification but meanwhile need 
meaningful activity to fulfil their main wish to give something back to the 
community. Social enterprises have been set up; one is Grub in a Tub which 
provides a high quality catering service and also helps the homeless- last year 
it provided 1000 meals during the cold weather, funded by Penarth Salvation 
Army. Another enterprise is the provision of labour for work in the community- 
any small building work, ground clearance, painting, decorating etc can be 
undertaken. Churches are encouraged to contact Lee if they know of any 
suitable projects on 029 2048 0187. Lee also highlighted the Ty Gobaith Open 
Day on Wednesday 12th December and welcomed a visit from Penarth Cytun 
members. The chairman thanked him for his uplifting presentation and urged 
Churches to find suitable tasks. 
 
Minutes of the full council meeting held on 19 September 2012 were agreed 
to be a true account. 
 
Matters Arising 
 

• GPG.  
Tricia Griffiths had suggested that an ethical group be formed within 
Cytun to support GPG; Derek Day welcomed this as chair of Social 
Justice and asked that a specific and practical proposal be made. 
 

• Rev John Weaver debate 
The meeting at All Saints’ on 3 November where John Weaver debated 
against the book by Robert Griffiths “Slaying the Dragon” was 
extremely well attended and aroused great interest. The chairman 
suggested that consideration be given to re-introducing Cytun lectures 
in the New Year and asked people to consider suitable subjects. 



 
Correspondence 
The Cytun Autumn newsletter, which had already been circulated 
electronically, was available in paper form. Also information from the charity 
Christians against Torture, which the Chairman gave background information 
to and has referred to in his newsletter article. All Churches are asked to take 
part by sending Christmas cards to named sufferers of torture in countries 
throughout the world. 
 
Reports (Reports appear in the current newsletter) 
 

• Finance 
The treasurer reported £465 bank balance with all outstanding bills 
paid and a donation to CAAT (Campaign Against the Arms Trade) 
made. Money is coming in from members’ annual subscriptions. 
 

• Social Justice 
The current projects are Hope for Justice, the campaign to eradicate 
sex trafficking, and the Jubilee Debt campaign calling for cancellation 
of poor countries’ debts. There will be another public meeting in the 
spring, details to follow. With only four members and two fully engaged 
in Hope for Justice, the chairman encouraged other people to join. 
 

• Christian Aid  
The Christian Aid Committee at their AGM welcomed Rev Kevin Davies 
as Chairman. Margaret Ford and Valerie Major remain as secretary 
and Treasurer respectively. Warm thanks and appreciation were 
expressed to Canon Edward Dowding for all he had contributed as 
Chairman over a number of years. During the financial year £5676 was 
collected in the House-to-House collection and along with the Lent 
Lunches, donations from Churches, the Street collection and 
collections outside Tesco store £12474.62 was sent to Christian Aid. 
Val Major highlighted the need for a venue for Lent Lunches in 2013 
and Churches were urged to come forward if they had the facilities. 

 
• PADLT Penarth & District Lesotho Trust 

Jeremy Dix’s report had been circulated. He highlighted the talk to be 
given by Dr Hicks, head of St Cyres School, on Rorkes Drift and the 
Boer War, on 6 March 2013 at 7 pm, venue to be confirmed. Stanwell 
School teachers will visit Lesotho in 2015 and the PADLT AGM on 5 
February at 7.30 pm will welcome a talk by the young people who 
visited in 2012. 
 

• GPG 
Tricia Griffiths’ report had been circulated. Richard Griffiths highlighted 
the success of Apple Day, the progress of the station garden and the 
ongoing support for SIP (Shop in Penarth). However he stressed the 
more serious side of raising awareness of climate change and 
encouraging people to live less fossil fuelled lives. The AGM on 13 
December includes a panel discussion with John Harris of the 
Guardian and a representative of Incredible Edible Todmorten, a town 



in Lancashire which grows and campaigns for local food. Jeremy Dix 
suggested that the environment was currently “off the agenda” and a 
discussion was proposed with local speakers for and against the 
climate change debate. 
 

Christmas Publicity 
All agreed that the Penarth at Christmas programme should be highly praised, 
the secretary would commend Keri Hutchings on behalf of the council. Keith 
Howells in his role as publicity officer will write a Christmas article to appear in 
the Penarth Times. 
 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and Pulpit Exchange 
The octave of prayer is 18 to25 January and the exchange of preachers and 
united service both take place on Sunday 20 January. Peter Cox has agreed 
once again to arrange the exchange and suggested that sermons written for 
that day be published; it was agreed to be an excellent idea and that they 
should appear on the website. The united service will take place at Stanwell 
Baptist Church at 6 pm. 
 
Easter to Pentecost Groups 2013. 
There is much enthusiasm for the courses to continue and the treasurer 
praised the financial arrangements put in place last year. It was agreed that 
for 2013 a national publication would be used. The chairman would 
investigate literature and bring his proposals to the February meeting. The 
post course Bring and Share supper will take place at Stanwell on 
Wednesday 22 May at 7 pm 
 
Other Business 
None 
 
Date and Venue of Next Meeting 
Full Council will next meet on Wednesday 20 February 2013 at Stanwell Road 
Baptist Church Lecture Room at 7 pm 
 
The chairman thanked Steve Mayo for organising the speaker for the evening 
and the meeting closed with prayer at 8.40 pm. 
 
Forthcoming Events 
5 December Cytûn worship led by All Saints 
13 December GPG AGM 7 pm Windsor Arms 
2 January Cytûn worship led by Trinity 
18- 25 January Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
20 January Exchange of preachers and United 

service Stanwell Baptist Church 6 pm 
5 February PADLT AGM 7.30 pm Stanwell 

Baptist 
6 February Cytûn worship led by Immanuel 
6 February Cytûn executive meets 7 pm 
6 March Cytûn worship led by Llandough 

Baptists  
 


