
PENARTH & DISTRICT CYTÛN The Council of Churches 
 
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held at St Jose ph’s Church Hall on 
Wednesday 18 June 2014  
 
Present Elfed Jones, Graham Niblett, Ann Niblett, Heather Ralis, Chris Poole, 
Mary Michael, Val Major, Peter Cox, Lesley Cox, Christiana Cantlay,  
Lynda England, Pat Edwards, Margaret Clark, Joyce Harding, John Thomas, 
Jan Cullen. 
 
Apologies were received from Keith Howells, Sue Fender, Steve Mayo, 
Derek Day, Tricia Griffiths, Claire Grafton, Kevin Davies, and Jeremy Dix. 
 
Welcome The chairman welcomed those present; he read from the Gospel of 
St Matthew chapter 6 verses 1 to 8, the words of verse 9 onwards being the 
Lord’s Prayer to close the meeting. 
 
Minutes  of the full council meeting held on 19 February 2014 were signed as 
a true account  
 
Matters Arising 

• Easter to Pentecost Groups 
28 names were put forward and two Church groups also followed the 
material. 17 attended the Bring and Share supper where the course 
was discussed. The feeling was overwhelmingly that the literature was 
not appropriate and a vote taken to return to Lent groups, although 
Advent groups were suggested as an alternative. The subject will be on 
the September agenda for full discussion. 
 

• Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Thanks were expressed to Peter Cox for arranging the exchange of 
preachers and his offer to do so again in 2015. The octave runs from 
18 to 25 January, covering two Sundays in 2015; both the exchange 
and united service will take place on Sunday 25 January 2015. 

 
Guest Speakers 
 

• Lesley Cox “Messy Sheep Trail” 
A briefing report had been circulated. This is a simple idea from the 
people who devised Messy Church as a way of putting the Christmas 
story into the hands of families, many of whom don’t know the real 
meaning of Christmas. Volunteers knit sheep, a pattern is supplied, and 
each sheep is given a name. Family friendly shops in Penarth will 
display a sheep and a leaflet allows children and families to follow the 
Christmas story and a trail to find the name of each sheep. It is hoped 
that the event will be launched along with the switching on of the 
Christmas lights in Penarth. Volunteers are needed to work with Lesley 
and to knit. It was suggested that the event culminate with a service 
and that the name be changed to the Nativity Sheep Trail. The 
secretary will write to Cytun members asking for names of volunteers to 



pass to Lesley by the beginning of September. There was much 
enthusiasm for this exciting idea. 
 

• Sally Humble Jackson “Christmas the Story” 
Sally Humble Jackson, whose concept "Christmas the Story" played 
out at Tabernacl The Hayes Cardiff each year is, spoke movingly about 
how the idea had come from her work with prisoners; she asked them 
to write and perform a nativity play and soon realised that no-one really 
knew what she was talking about. Only 36% of 18 to 25 year olds 
actually know the Christmas story and only 1½% of Christmas cards 
have a Christian theme. Her idea for a Nativity event in the town centre, 
just as there is a Santa’s grotto, has gone from strength to strength with 
800 school children visiting in the first year to 3,500 last year. There is 
a 20 minute Nativity play then children learn to play Silent Night on 
bells; all denominations and faiths enjoy the fabulous experience – 
there is no evangelism and no preaching, just the story to watch and 
listen to. The donkeys are particularly appealing to the children and 
passers-by. In 2013 Sally helped to start the event in Aberdare where it 
was tied in with Santa’s visit to the town and Carmarthen will be next to 
stage an event. The Cardiff event takes some 150 volunteers each 
year on a rota basis, it needs new and sustained energy and that is 
why Sally is appealing to Churches in the greater Cardiff area to be 
involved both with blessings and prayers and more; volunteers are 
needed to act (no speaking parts and no experience needed) and to 
steward, and funding is needed. If every Church member gave just £1 
the event would run for ever. Sally will include Penarth schools in the 
invitation to attend this year – entrance is free although there is a cost 
to the school in supplying transport. The 2014 event runs from 1 to 21 
December (except Sundays) at Tabernacle the Hayes Cardiff. Sally is 
happy to come and speak to any individual Church group. Details of 
the event are on the website www.the-story.org.uk. you can telephone 
029 2049 3326  or e-mail: christmas-story@hotmail.co.uk . The 
chairman thanked Sally for the inspiring presentation. The secretary will 
collate information of volunteers and Churches that want to know more. 
 

Correspondence 
• Rather belatedly the Cytun Spring newsletter. Newsletters should be 

available electronically again soon. 
 
Reports  
 

• Finance 
The bank balance stands at £521.29 with no bills outstanding and only 
a small amount from study books. 
 

• Social Justice 
Members were reminded of the summer lecture at Stanwell Baptist 
Church on Friday 27 June at 7.30pm – Dr John Weaver speaking on 
“Droughts, Storms, Floods, End of World?” 
 
 



• Christian Aid 
The report was circulated in advance of the meeting. Additional 
information was given that house to house collections raised 
approximately £5700. 
 

• PADLT Penarth & District Lesotho Trust  
The report had been circulated; the chairman praised the expanding 
rugby connections. 
 

• GPG 
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting, there were no 
further comments. 
 

• Food bank 
The secretary read Claire Grafton’s report. Churches throughout 
Penarth continue to generously support the work of Pharaoh’s pantry. 
Food is delivered at the beginning of the week when a team of 
volunteers date and rotate the stock. A further team is responsible for 
making up the food parcels following a list that reflects the number of 
people in the household. We continue to issue the parcels on the basis 
that ‘freely you have received so freely give’, no voucher is required 
and there is no limit put on the number of times the pantry is accessed.  
Between January and May we distributed 192 parcels to families, 247 
to singles and 38 to couples. We are aware that there are a few people 
who take advantage and abuse the pantry; however we continue to 
build relationships and seek to understand and address the underlying 
problems that caused hunger. 
The project was recently visited by a team from Citizens Cymru who 
are launching an investigation into causes of poverty within the Vale.  
We are thankful to God for the gifts of food, time and money given to 
the project by churches; local organizations and people throughout 
Penarth. 

 
Chair Elect 2014-15 
The chairman has made enquiries and is waiting for responses. 
 
Penarth Summer Festival 
Details are confirmed and will appear in the festival programme as Songs of 
Praise on Sunday 13 July at 3pm at the Italian Gardens. The Salvation Army 
Band will play and the chairman will liaise with Steve Mayo regarding hymns. 
As he will be away he will ask Sue Fender as Chair Elect to lead the event. 
 
Eden Church 
The launch was a great celebration and the Churches were congratulated on 
coming together in this way. The secretary has asked Eden Church to 
nominate Cytun representatives and to lead worship later in the year. 
 
Other Business 
None 

 



Date and Venue of Next Meeting 
The AGM will take place and Full Council will meet on Wednesday 17 
September 2014 at St Joseph’s Church Hall at 7pm. 
 
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 8.20pm 
 
Forthcoming Events 
 
27 June Summer Lecture Stanwell Rd 7.30pm with Dr John Weaver 

“Droughts, Storms, Floods, End of the World?” 
2 July Cytûn worship led by Richard Griffiths 6.15pm St Joseph’s 
13 July Cytûn Songs of Praise 3 pm Italian Gardens 
20 July GPG Food Festival Kymin 
3 August WW1 Commemoration service St Augustine’s 10.30am 
6 August NO CYTÛN WORSHIP IN AUGUST 
 


