
The Bible teaches that angels intervene in the affairs of nations.  God 
often uses them to execute judgement on nations.  The whole life of Jesus 
was intertwined with the attending ministry of angels.  Before he was here 
they followed his orders.  And since he ascended into heaven they have 
worshipped him before the throne of God as the Lamb slain for our salva-
tion.  
 

To prepare for the coming of Jesus an angel appeared to Zacharias to 
inform him that his wife would be the mother of John the Baptist.  
Gabriel, one of the mighty angels of God announced to Mary that she 
would give birth to the Messiah.  An angel and the multitude of heavenly 
hosts spread the good news of Jesus’ coming to the shepherds in the field.  
These angelic incidents preceded and accompanied his birth.  The message 
of the angels was “Fear not!”  This was one of the key themes of the 
Christmas Story.  Literally the angel said, “I announce to you good news, a 
great joy which will be to all the people. 
 

In a world of fear let us use the season of Advent to share the good news In a world of fear let us use the season of Advent to share the good news In a world of fear let us use the season of Advent to share the good news In a world of fear let us use the season of Advent to share the good news 
of peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christof peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christof peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christof peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ    

Don’t believe everything you hear about Don’t believe everything you hear about Don’t believe everything you hear about Don’t believe everything you hear about 
angels!  angels!  angels!  angels!  Some believe that they are only 
spiritual will-o’-the-wisps. Some view 
them as only celestial beings with beau-
tiful wings and bowed heads.   

 

There has been a resurgence of interest in angels over recent 
years and with it a lot of nonsense has emerged.  A wonderful 
Christian lady was going into a residential home and she was 
given a statue of an angel with the comment, “With this angel 
with you, you will never have to be worried about being 
alone!”  In an instant the elderly Christian lady replied, “Why 
do I need a statue of an angel when I’ve got the Saviour him-
self who “walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow 
way.”   
 

Angels are not to be seen as lucky charms.  The Bible states 
that angels were created by God. They were created to serve 
God.  The Bible teaches that they can comfort and provide for 
the people of God in the midst of suffering and persecution.  

All 
One 
In  

Christ 
Jesus 
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11/12 December Christmas tree festival at St Augustine’s Church 

4 January at 6.15 pm Cytûn worship led by Cosmeston at Tabernacle 

1 February at 6.15 pm Cytûn worship led by TBA at Tabernacle 

1 March at 6.15 pm Cytûn worship led by Bethel at Tabernacle 

Future Events: 

work of Cytûn locally in this 
newsletter and I hope that it 
will encourage you to get 
involved. 
 
Nevertheless, where we are  
weak is presenting the message 
of the Good News.  
 
"To evangelize is to present 
Christ Jesus to sinful men in 
order that, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit, they may 
come to put their trust in God 
through Him" (J.I.Packer). For 
this reason I preached at my 
induction to the chairmanship 
on “Come as you are” using 
the story of the prodigal Son. 
My emphasis was on the Love 
of the Father as a motivation 
for the church (the elder 
brother) to be more concerned 
about the lost and the way-
ward. 

In the Constitution of our local 
Cytûn it states plainly that our 
churches are “to fulfil their mission 
to proclaim the Gospel by common 
witness and service in the world.” 
Now Cytûn is very good at facilitat-
ing Mission as can be seen in their 
work in many areas including: 

• Social Justice Social Justice Social Justice Social Justice  
the working group has been 
reconstituted to cover a 
broader range of socio-
economic issues with a new 
perspective that I have offered 
“thinking globally and acting 
locally”. 
• Christian Aid Christian Aid Christian Aid Christian Aid  
keeps the churches aware of 
the challenges and needs 
globally and raises very sig-
nificant amount of money 
locally.  Just recently Tesco’s 
Penarth gave permission for 
two days of collecting at the 
store which raised £612 and a 
street collection raised a 

further £480. A BIG THANK YOU 
to everyone! 
• GPGGPGGPGGPG    
Gwyrddio Penarth Greening 
emerged from the Ecology 
Group and is doing some amaz-
ing work raising awareness 
about climate change and peak 
oil without spreading despair. 
Some of the activities include: 
Penarth Plot Share, the Loyalty 
card scheme, Anti-Plastic Bag 
Group, the Food Group and 
most recently have arranged 
with the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council to establish a commu-
nity orchard at Cosmeston. 
• The Good Friday MarchThe Good Friday MarchThe Good Friday MarchThe Good Friday March 
of Witness and the Easter of Witness and the Easter of Witness and the Easter of Witness and the Easter 
Sonrise Service Sonrise Service Sonrise Service Sonrise Service helps keep the 
real purpose of the season 
before the Town. 
• The Lesotho Trust The Lesotho Trust The Lesotho Trust The Lesotho Trust  

is strengthening links, raising funds 
and exchange visits between Lesotho 
Wales. You can read more about the 

Six months ago the Cytûn churches in 
Penarth responded to an appeal to 
help pay for medical treatment for 
Prince in Ghana. Thanks partly to 
your generosity, his health has im-
proved to the point that he has been 
able to begin his year's National 
Service, paying back the state for 
financing his Higher Education. He has 
been sent to a remote village in the 
backward north of the country, where 

he is teaching younger teenage children 
across a wide curriculum. His Headmas-
ter is very pleased with what he is 
doing, and has given a most favourable 
report to the National Service inspec-
tors. He's currently looking forward to 
returning home to Sunyani for Christ-
mas and the New Year. He remains 
grateful for the help he was given by 
the churches. Give thanks for answered 
prayer and keep praying! 

The Lenten Bible Study Groups have 
run for well over 30 years and up 
until fairly recently attracted good 
numbers from most of our churches. 
The Council have agreed to 
experiment with study groups, 
meeting weekly from Easter to 
Pentecost. Several of our Church 
leaders have agreed to contribute to 
these study notes and we hope that 
you agree to be part of the groups. 
Look out for further details. 
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Remember the Lenten 
Study Groups? 
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“We are hoping  
that every Church 
Will appoint a 
representative to 
the group. “ 
 
Could that be Could that be Could that be Could that be 

you?you?you?you?    
    
See Page 4 See Page 4 See Page 4 See Page 4     

for contact detailsfor contact detailsfor contact detailsfor contact details    

A  T Y P I C A L  

H O M E  I N   

L E S O T H O  

Social Justice Report  by Derek Day 

Treasurer’s Report  by Derek Day 

P&D Lesotho Trust Report  by Jeremy Dix 
Links between Penarth and TY con-
tinue and regular updates are re-
ceived from TY Junior Academy. We 
are glad to report that they now 
have a variety of livestock on the 
site which provide nourishment for 
staff and scholars. Funding is re-
quired for the ongoing development 
of the fabric of the school; and 
£1000 was recently sent for this 
purpose. Wiring some of the build-
ings is underway and an electrical 
supply would be a great advance. 
We were concerned to hear that 
Mark West’s home had been broken 
into, Mark was briefly held hostage 
and many items of value stolen. 
Fortunately none of the family was 
hurt during what was a very fright-

ening experience. PADLT agreed to 
help Mark cover some of his losses.  
Plans are in hand for a visit by a 
party of eleven at the end of March 
2011, eight of whom are teachers 
and much emphasis will be on 
developing the links with schools. 
Fourteen are going from Coleg 
Ystrad Mynach in April 2011 and 
they have plans to work with young 
children. 
Stanwell School’s young people are 
already planning their visit in 2012 
and such is their enthusiasm they 
have formed a Stanwell Lesotho 
support group. 
We continue to fund raise and 
activities in the near future are an 
entry to the Christmas Tree Festival 

at Saint Augustine's in December and 
a Christmas concert by the Ardwyn 
Singers on Sat. 11th December. We 
were very pleased to hear that Keith’s 
Fun Run had raised over £900 for 
PADLT – well done Keith. 
The new Cardiff Health Board has 
signed up to the Wales/Africa Link , 
possibly with a view to sending people 
to Lesotho in the future. 
PADLT is grateful to all those who 
support their work and continue to 
involve as many people as possible. 
PADLT’s AGM is on Feb 2nd at 
7.30pm in Stanwell Road Baptist 
Church lecture Room when we hope to 
hear from young people who visited 
Lesotho last year. All are welcome to 
attend. 

mandate as the bank has Mrs 
Muriel Jones (former Secretary to 
P & D Cytûn) as a signatory, 
and requires her resignation to 
be documented. This is a prob-
lem as Mrs Jones now lives in 
New Zealand. This is being sorted 
out. 
 

All papers and bank documents  
have been passed over by the 
former Treasurer, Graham Niblett 
to whom we offer our warm  
appreciation for all that he has 
done. 
 
Bank mandate Bank mandate Bank mandate Bank mandate – there is a 
minor problem with the bank 

PaymentPaymentPaymentPayment    
A cheque for £75 has been given 
to the CAAT  for the speaker at 
the recent meeting. 
 
AccountsAccountsAccountsAccounts    
Copy of the accounts are avail-
able on request. 

Rev’d Roy Jenkins of the BBC has 
agreed to speak but we are yet 
to set the date. Roy has been 
involved with the Organisation 
CATC (Christians Against Torture CATC (Christians Against Torture CATC (Christians Against Torture CATC (Christians Against Torture 
Cymru) Cymru) Cymru) Cymru) since its formation in 
1981 as the human rights cam-
paign of the former Council of 
Churches for Wales. It is now an 
agency of Cytûn, Churches To-
gether in Wales. 
 

The recent public meeting of the  
CAAT (Campaign Against the Arms CAAT (Campaign Against the Arms CAAT (Campaign Against the Arms CAAT (Campaign Against the Arms     
Trade) Trade) Trade) Trade) led by Peace Direct was  
supported by the Committee in 
cash and presence. Thank you for 
your support. 

Recruitment to the Social Justice 
Committee has been  
successful over the last two 
months and we are now 7 mem-
bers. We are hoping that every 
Church will appoint a representa-
tive to the group.  
 

Could that be you?Could that be you?Could that be you?Could that be you?    
 

We are planning a public 
speaker’s event in the near fu-
ture.  

P E N A R T H  &  D I S T R I C T  C Y T U N  –  C H U R C H E S  T O G E T H E R  N E W S L E T T E R   

GPG Gwyrddio Penarth Greening by Tricia Griffiths 
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General:General:General:General:    This has been a period of great activity on 
most fronts with all our groups working hard on their 
various projects. At a time when the national economy 
has stolen the headlines,  climate change is less in the 
public eye and it is therefore harder to gain the  atten-
tion of the general public on environmental issues.  The 
debate around global warming has also become more 
polarised as some people are confused, and possibly 
bored, by a parade of scientific facts, some of which 
may not be as factual as they claimed to be.   Despite 
this backdrop, GPG does seem to be making some 
progress in raising awareness about the importance of 
at least thinking about climate change, about the need-
less waste of resources, about the joy of reconnecting 
with the environment and about the rewards involved in 
working together on community projects.  We are learn-
ing all the time and are listening to what the commu-
nity wants us to focus on – and it does seem that the 
most important thing is to be local and provide projects 
that really involve the whole community. 
The projects: The projects: The projects: The projects:     
Orchard Orchard Orchard Orchard – we now await delivery of 30 trees (all from 
Welsh stock) and hope to begin planting in Cosmeston 
Park in December. 
Community GardensCommunity GardensCommunity GardensCommunity Gardens -  Much background work has been 
done to establish how these could be of use in Penarth.  
Several areas of land have been identified as possible 
sites and it is hoped to get enough public support to 
take at least one forward to develop as a kind of gar-
den for all the people.  There is particular interest in 
creating something developed, run and for children/
young people. 
Shop in Penarth (SiP) Loyalty Card Scheme  Shop in Penarth (SiP) Loyalty Card Scheme  Shop in Penarth (SiP) Loyalty Card Scheme  Shop in Penarth (SiP) Loyalty Card Scheme  No one had 
predicted how this would take off but it has and seems 
to be popular with the 47 businesses now taking part. 
We have 7 GPG contacts helping and around 900 cards 
have been sold – the proceeds from which are ploughed 
back into the project.  Is it a ‘green’ project?  We 
think so because its main aim is to encourage people to 
shop locally thereby not using their cars to go out of 
town – and we are encouraging the purchase of locally 
sourced produce and products.  To keep this project 
alive will mean regularly updating the offers, promoting 
SiP effectively and ensuring that people are aware of 
how it works.  Watch out for the small, round, green 
sign that will shortly be appearing on doors of partici-
pating businesses! 

Food Group  Food Group  Food Group  Food Group  This is quite new and is exploring 
how to get across the message about ‘real’ food, 
what organic actually means, ethically produced 
food, and other issues about healthy eating that 
does not damage the environment with pesticides 
etc.  They are looking at another Eco Fest, and 
long-term would like to see some kind of Food 
Festival/Street Market. 
The Penarth Bag   The Penarth Bag   The Penarth Bag   The Penarth Bag   Prizes will be presented to the 
three winners of the children’s competition to 
design a bag later in the month, and it is hoped 
to distribute bags to all the children of the classes 
involved before Christmas. 
Sustainable Transport  Sustainable Transport  Sustainable Transport  Sustainable Transport  A very small, but keen, 
group is starting to work on creating a leaflet and 
information for the web on transport of all kinds 
in and around Penarth.  The idea is to try and 
get some clear idea of what public transport is 
available and also to point out the best routes for 
cyclists and walkers whilst gently suggesting that 
some forms of transport are more sustainable than 
others… 
Raising Awareness  Raising Awareness  Raising Awareness  Raising Awareness  Everything GPG does comes 
back to raising awareness about climate change, 
but we do have specific events when this is the 
sole aim.  One such was held on 10:10:10 in the 
Arcade when we invited passers-by to talk about 
their commitment to living greener lives.  It was a 
good day and we were  impressed by how many 
people are truly thinking about how their lifestyles 
may affect the environment.   
The future:   Our General Meeting was on Mon 8The future:   Our General Meeting was on Mon 8The future:   Our General Meeting was on Mon 8The future:   Our General Meeting was on Mon 8thththth    
November, at the Windsor Arms. November, at the Windsor Arms. November, at the Windsor Arms. November, at the Windsor Arms. We hope to run 
some kind of event on recycling in the Spring and 
we are taking part in the Christmas Tree Festival. 
We are also working with 2 groups of post-
graduate students who have chosen Penarth as 
their main project in relation to the environment. 
GPG is also hoping to work jointly with The 
Penarth Society on a solar panel project in the 
future. 
 

There is a great need for more volunteers, There is a great need for more volunteers, There is a great need for more volunteers, There is a great need for more volunteers, 
people with skills of all kinds which they can people with skills of all kinds which they can people with skills of all kinds which they can people with skills of all kinds which they can 
share (all levels welcome!), help to promote share (all levels welcome!), help to promote share (all levels welcome!), help to promote share (all levels welcome!), help to promote 
our eveour eveour eveour events, people with green ideas etc.  nts, people with green ideas etc.  nts, people with green ideas etc.  nts, people with green ideas etc.      

GPG 

Was started as a part of 

Penarth and District 

Cytun 

Churches Together  

But now operates 

independently and has 

attracted many members 

from the community who 

are not part of any of the  

churches. However they 

still present regular 

reports to the Council 

and we are pleased with 

the way that they have 

grown in numbers and 

influence. 

Well done! 

GPG is an informal 
organisation and 

many people just dip 
in and out according 
to time and inclina-
tion – so do take the 
plunge and find out 
about us – on the 

web:   
www.gpgpenarth.org.ukwww.gpgpenarth.org.ukwww.gpgpenarth.org.ukwww.gpgpenarth.org.uk        

or phone Tricia Griffiths on 029 or phone Tricia Griffiths on 029 or phone Tricia Griffiths on 029 or phone Tricia Griffiths on 029 
2070 78282070 78282070 78282070 7828    


