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From the Chairman; Rev Elfed Jones      June 2014 

There have been lots of important happenings at the beginning of this 

summer.  A great deal of newsworthy things occurring.  The visit of Pope 

Francis to the Middle East accompanied by a Muslim Imam and a Jewish 

Rabbi, both of whom were Argen"nian friends of his. I have just been 

listening to the debate about extremism in the Birmingham schools. 

Following my experience as a former Chair of the Welsh Refugee Council, I  

am very aware of the various strands that exist  in the different faiths. 

Amongst the Abrahamic faiths however, I am very concious of the fact that 

we have one Father in heaven, and only one Father in heaven that created 

us, and by His crea"on He has loved us, whoever we are. How on earth then 

do human beings, think that through violence, they are perpetua"ng His 

will, by crea"ng His Kingdom here on earth? How then do they expect to be glorified in heaven? 

CHRISTIAN FESTIVALS 

Easter, Ascension and Pentecost, whch we have just celebrated are truly important dates in our 

calendar. These events teach us a lot of things, and guide us as to what our  ac"ons should be as a 

Chris"an community. Without these events there would be an enormous chasm between us and 

Our Father in heaven. A chasm, that sadly many people feel they want to inadvertently fall into. On 

the wood of the Cross Jesus gave up His spirit, in His ascension He went up in glory to sit at the right 

hand of the Father. It was this ac"on which allows us to follow also. There are many rooms for us in 

His Father’s house He told us. Pentecost is the final ac"on in a journey, when God approaches men 

and women like us, who are sinners. It started with God walking in the garden of Eden, with Adam 

and Eve, so that He could be close to us, be in fact in"mate with us. At Pentecost, by the power of 

the Holy Spirit, he enters us, flows down upon us, becomes entwined with us. All we have to do is to 

respond, respond to receive His guidance, His support, His energy, His total love, His care. 

We don’t o3en appreciate what that means. Whatever tongue we speak, through the Holy Spirit, 

we can speak the same language, a language all na"ons can understand. If we listen carefully, take 

heed of the guidance that undoubtedly we will receive, there would be no misunderstandings, we 

would change our a"tudes to one another, as we will speak with one voice, the Word of the Lord. 

WORD AND SPIRIT COMMUNITIES 

I hope in our community here in Penarth, we will reflect on the Word of God, respond fully to the 

Holy Spirit, respec"ng each other, suppor"ng one another, ac"ng in unison in the presence of His 

love, His understanding, and His caring.  

 

I wish everyone a res4ul, peaceful summer under the guidance of the fruits of the Holy Spirit. 
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Wednesday 18th June 2014 at 7.00 pm Concert in Aid of Cancer Research in memory of Martin Rogers 

Friday 27th June 2014 at 7.30 pm Cytûn Summer Lecture at Stanwell Rd BC see inside... 

Wednesday 2nd July 2014 at 6.15 pm Cytûn Worship at St Joseph’s Church  

Sunday 13th July 2014 at 3.00 pm Cytûn Songs of Praise at the Esplanade Italian Gardens   

Sunday 20th July 2014 GPG Food Festival at the Kymin 

Sunday 3rd August 2014 at 10.30 am WWI Commemoration Service -St Augustine’s Church  

Thursday 19th June 2014 at 7.00 pm GPG meet at Windsor Arms, Windsor Road Penarth 

Future Events... 
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Report from Gwyrddio Penarth Greening (GPG) June 2014  
Overview: GPG celebrated its 5

th
 birthday in April and marked this with a cake and a good rendi"on of 

‘Happy Birthday’ at a general mee"ng in May.  As some will remember, GPG grew out of the Cytûn 

ecological group Help our Planet (HOP). GPG has developed and now has several thriving projects, including 

Shop in Penarth, the Food Fes"val and Apple Day, and the Community Orchard in Cosmeston.  The 

Community Gardens ini"a"ve did not take off in the way we had hoped but there are now established beds 

on the sta"on, and we are very involved in suppor"ng the crea"on of a community garden with Bute 

Co<age Nursery School. The underlying principles of GPG are s"ll intact: raising awareness about the 

challenges and changes that climate change will bring, and helping people understand the need to value 

scarce resources.    It was hoped to kick start the year with a talk by ‘Zero Carbon’, but this fell through.  An 

excellent presenta"on was given in April by Hugh Warwick on hedgehogs, which was informa"ve and 

amusing. 

Projects:  Shop in Penarth (SiP) has had a growth spurt in recent months and now has over 70 retail and 

professional businesses as members.  A new leaflet is on its way and it hoped to develop an App which will 

help people make much be<er use of the scheme. It has been really encouraging to have more people 

volunteering to become ‘SiP contacts’ which should help keep the whole scheme working more smoothly.  

The Food Fes"val has become a regular feature in the summer and more people are asking to have stalls – 

difficult to manage because we don’t want to lose the ‘fete feel’ of this event which is one of its charms. 

The GPG gardeners are hopeful of working across Penarth reviving unused flower beds, and where possible, 

growing vegetables.  Do contact us if you know of anywhere that would benefit from a ‘GPG faceli3’. The 

community orchard is no longer mown by the Vale of Glamorgan Council.  This leaves us with an obvious 

headache - how to get it cut on a regular basis without equipment etc. We have decided to use some of the 

small profit made at the Apple Day to pay someone to do this professionally. We hope this will solve the 

problem and enable us to make proper use of the orchard next year – or even in the autumn if things work 

out well. 

Forthcoming Events: 

Next General Mee7ng – 19
th

 June, 7pm in the Windsor ‘Food Debate’ 

Food Fes7val – 20
th

 July in The Kymin 

Once again our thanks to all the Cytûn members who display our posters and circulate news about our 

events.  We are very grateful and it also keeps the link between Cytûn and GPG alive. 

Report from Penarth and District Lesotho Trust-June 2014 

There appear to be a number of off shoots from our work in Penarth and District. One earlier last year was 

the rugby link with Braintree Rugby Club who had accessed PADLT’s website and arranged for a number of 

pupils to come over from TY in Lesotho to learn rugby skills and enjoy a Bri"sh cultural experience. 

Blackwood Rugby Club heard about what was happening and recently held a Lesotho Rugby 7’s tourna-

ment. All the profits went to Lesotho, and the Organiser’s vision was to supply Lesotho with 1000 rugby 

balls. The organisers had a very successful week, with an address on the Monday  evening in memory of 

Alun Pask.  Sara Jones, one of our Trustees, headed a team which did a presenta"on to those assembled. 

On the Tuesday evening, others of the Trustees did a presenta"on for children. Then, at the weekend, rug-

by was played, all ages and both genders. Ian Richards, the organiser hopes this will be an annual event, to 

spread to other countries and on World Aids Day, in December, to have a series of mee"ngs in South 

Wales. It should be pointed out that Lesotho has one of the highest incidences of HIV, approximately one 

in three are HIV Posi"ve...con�nued on opposite page→  
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See the website! 
www.penarthcytun.co.uk 

Report from Penarth and District Christian Aid Group—June 

On behalf of Penarth and District Chris"an Aid commi<ee I submit this report.  

Lent Lunches  

The annual Lent lunches at the Salva"on Army went exceedingly well this year again, even though some 

report that they were not as well a<ended as in previous years. We are grateful to Captain Stephen Mayo, 

Officers and Members of Penarth Salva"on Army for their help and in leHng us use their Citadel. A big 

thank you to all the churches involved and over the six weeks we enjoyed various cawl and delicious soups, 

different breads and a wide selec"on of cheeses. The total collected over the weeks amounted to 

£2080:00. An excellent way to get to collect money and enjoy fellowship together. 

Tesco Collec7on: On Wednesday 30
th

 April a band of volunteers from different churches 

took two hourly shi3s collec"ng money at Penarth Tesco. A total of £405:00 was 

collected. We are hoping to have another similar collec"on on Wednesday Sept 24
th

. 

Chris7an Aid Week 

Chris"an Aid week started on Sunday 11
th

 of May, with a United Service at 6 o’clock at 

Albert Road Church. Thank you to everyone that took part, leading in prayers and 

readings. The guest speaker was Mr Aled Pickard from the Chris"an Aid office in Radur. A special thanks to 

Albert Road for their welcome and especially for the tea and biscuits a3er the service when we were able 

to share in fellowship. House to house collec"ons took place also during this week, but as some churches 

are finding it difficult to get volunteers to go from door to door, therefore other methods of collec"ng are 

being implemented; we shall have an update on this in due course. 

A special thanks to the Chris"an Aid officers and commi<ee for their dedica"on and hard work.  

Diolch a bendith / Thank you and blessings— Kevin (Chair)    

Report from Penarth and District Lesotho Trust–continued 
At the end of March, Lesotho Youth arranged a series of concerts which were very well supported 

and over £3000 was raised. 

The young people’s team visit Lesotho at the beginning of August, followed by an adult team. Holly 

Flynn will lead the former and Lesley Cox will lead the la<er. 

Our recent Fun Run, organised as usual by Keith was successful and we were delighted to see our 

Patron Steven Doughty taking part in what were really very unpleasant condi"ons. 

Our annual Plant and Cra3 Fayre took place in May and was a great success. The weather was kind 

and £1311 was raised, to go to the Headteacher of TY Junior Academy, Godfrey Kakande. We are 

following advice and hoping to arrange a Partnership Agreement with Godfrey. 

The Penarth and District Lesotho Trust remains grateful to the people of Penarth and area for their 

support of the work being done  and friendships being deepened between the communi"es. 

                            Jeremy Dix ( Secretary PADLT ) 

 

Penarth Cytûn Summer Lecture by Dr John Weaver 
Stanwell Road Baptist Church 

“Droughts, Storms, Floods: - End of the World?” 
on Friday 27th June 2014 at 7.30 pm 

You are invited to hear what is the real situation regarding 
climate change; with opportunity for questions. 
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2013/14 List of Officers of the Council  

Chairman: Rev Elfed Jones Telephone 029 2021 5158  

email: elfed179@talktalk.net 

Chairperson Elect: Rev Sue Fender Telephone 029 2030 1123 

Email: minister@elfedave.org.uk 

Past Chairman: Mr Keith Howells, Telephone 029 2070 0315  

email: howellskeith@yahoo.co.uk 

Secretary: Mrs Jan Cullen, Telephone 029 2070 4926  

email: jan.cullen@ntlworld.com  

Treasurer: Mr Derek Day Telephone 029 2070 8136  

email: derekday286@b7nternet.com 

Exec Member: Ms Elizabeth Lowder Telephone 029 2070 2880  

email: elowder@talktalk.net  

Exec Member: Mr Graham NibleI Telephone 029 2070 0203  

email: g.j.nibleI@b7nternet.com 

Exec Member: Mr Quen7n Phillips Telephone 029 2070 0808  

email: quen7nandjoanna@yahoo.com 

The Messy Na7vity Sheep Trail  

(A Report presented to Cytûn Council) June 2014 
The Messy Na"vity Sheep Trail is intended to bring the story of Christmas to families who may not  

encounter it over the Christmas period – a "me that seems increasingly full of Santa’s magical kingdom 

and Winterfests. It is a simple idea and one that has worked in many communi"es in the UK. It does not 

cost much in terms of "me, money and energy. 

Ideally from my perspec"ve it would be good if it is something that comes via Cytûn, though if it is decided 

that this was not to be the case, I would con"nue with the project linked to my own church. 

The project involves the following: 

1. KniHng a number of sheep small enough to sit on a shop shelf. 

2. Asking shop keepers in family-friendly shops in Penarth whether they would be happy to have a 

sheep in their shop over the Christmas period. Hopefully the shops may benefit financially as 

this may increase fooSall into the shop. 

3. Name the sheep 

4. Taking the kni<ed sheep to the shops and ensuring that the shopkeepers understand that it 

needs to be visible in the shop. I would hope that this would be launched on the date that the 

Christmas lights will be switched on. As yet Penarth Town Council has not set the date. 

5. Produce trail leaflets with the na"vity story on it and space for names of shops and the name of 

their sheep on the other side. Leaflets to go into par"cipa"ng shops , churches, library etc 

6. Produce posters for churches and for shop windows of shops par"cipa"ng in the trail. 

7. A prize draw could be included if wished. 

8. Families would use the leaflet to complete the names of the sheep in the par"cular shops. 

9. Collect sheep & thank shops for par"cipa"ng. 

• So, some cost for trail leaflet and poster produc"on and photocopying. Wool for sheep would 

probably be donated. 

• Time in kniHng, approaching the shops, taking out the sheep and checking trail leaflets available 

and then collec"ng sheep. 

It would seem to be a fairly straigh4orward project that I am really keen to promote. 

Lesley Cox—All Saints Church. 

 
Contributions to the  

Newsletter are  
welcome and should 

be sent to 
jjames43@ 

virginmedia.com 


